NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Amendment to the Energy Chapter of Town Plan [Chapter 9], 1st Review
Town of Springfield, Vermont
Selectboard 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2019 @ 6:30 PM
(immediately following the First Public Hearing)


MINUTES

Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, opened the Public Hearing and First Review to receive public input on the proposed amendment to the Energy Chapter of the Town Plan [Chapter 9] 6:09 PM.

Jason Rasmussen, Executive Planner, from the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission (SWCRPC) provided a Planning Commission Reporting Form for Municipal Plan Amendments.  This report was distributed to the Selectboard in their packets and copies were available on the table in Selectmen’s Hall.
	
This report was not read out loud, and reads as follows:

The Planning Commission Report is in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §4384(c) which states:

“When considering an amendment to a plan, the Planning Commission shall prepare a written report on the proposal.  The report shall address the extent to which the plan, as amended, is consistent with the goals established in §4302 of this title.”

The Town of Springfield Planning Commission has prepared a proposed amendment to the 2017 Town Plan that replaces the existing energy chapter with an “enhanced” energy element that is intended to be consistent with 24 V.S.A. §4302(c)(7) as well as meeting the requirements of 24 V.S.A. §4352.

If the proposal would alter the designation of any land area, the report should cover the following points:

	1.  The probable impact on the surrounding area, including the effect of any resulting increase
	     in traffic, and the probable impact on the overall pattern of land use.

	     The proposed changes indicate potential sites for renewable energy facilities.  This change is
	     likely to have negligible impact upon traffic patterns, although temporary truck traffic may
	     result from construction activities.  The future land use map and designations have not changed,
	     although the proposed energy element changes more clearly indicate where renewable energy
	     projects are more likely to occur.  The proposed changes include language designed to address
	     the impacts of such facilities on the character of the surrounding area.

	2.  The long-term cost or benefit to the municipality, based upon consideration of the probable
	     Impact on:

	     (A)  the municipal tax base; and
		The Planning Commission does not believe that these changes will have a significant
		impact on the municipal tax base.  It is likely to increase the tax base modestly as new
		renewable energy projects come online.
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	    (B)  the need for public facilities;
	           New public facilities are not anticipated as a result of these changes.

	3.  The amount of vacant land which is:

	    (A)  already subject to the proposed new designation; and
		The enhanced energy plan identifies potential areas, many of which are currently vacant.  
		These potential areas are simply a reflection of readily available GIS datasets that identify
		where in town that solar and wind possibilities exist, based on computer models.

	    (B)  actually, available for that purpose, and the need for additional land for that purpose.
		The analysis in the plan shows that there is an adequate potential land area in town
		to meet the target needed to reach the state’s energy goals.

	4.  The suitability of the area in question for the proposed purpose, after consideration of:
	    (A)  appropriate alternative locations;
	    (B)  alternative uses for the area under consideration; and
	    (C)  the probable impact of the proposed change on other areas similarly designated.

	     Based upon the detailed analysis presented in the enhanced energy element of the plan,
	     the areas in question appear to have potential for renewable energy generation.  However,
	     each individual project will be evaluated by the policies in the Town Plan on case by
	     case basis.

	5.  The appropriateness of the size and boundaries of the area proposed for change, with 
	     respect to the area required for the proposed use, land capability and existing development
	     in the area.

	     The proposed land areas appear to be of sufficient size for the intended purposes.

Chair Morris asked for public comments regarding the amendment to the Energy Chapter of the Town Plan [Chapter 9], 1st Review.

Greg Supernovich, resident for approximately four (4) years, introduced himself and shared that Chair of the Energy Committee, Char Osterlund, had asked him to speak about the proposed Energy Chapter.  He also noted that he is not a member of the Energy Committee.

Mr. Supernovich spoke about global warming effects and how there is now warmer weather, higher ocean levels, the State of Vermont losing its forestry dollars, the impact global warming will have on the ski industry and the cost of fuel oil with the United States money going too other countries because people rely to much on fuel oil.  Mr. Supervovich just wanted to speak positively about the proposed Energy Chapter.

George McNaughton stated the proposed Energy Chapter has been greatly improved, however, he had questions that he would like answers to.  He also stated that his comments were in no way meant to be a criticism.  His goal was to establish why the changes to the Energy Chapter of the Town Plan were made.  He wanted to build a record in case the Town ever went into litigation.   Please note the ten (10) questions Mr. McNaughton read out loud are as follows:.
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1) The first sentence of 3 Scenarios (Targets) on page 76 says:
“Targets must be met if this Plan is to receive substantial deference” later there are specific local targets to be met in the future.  Does that mean that we lose the substantial deference on those dates if the targets are not met?

2) Previously there was verbiage which said that large solar project should not be placed on sites that were basically prime residential development sites or prime industrial development sites.  What was the discussion and reasoning for deleting these preclusions?   I just want to get this on the record so that we have a legislative history of the intent, as increasing the grandlist has been a major goal.

3) What is meant by landscaping for energy efficiency p. 81?

4) On page 83 you call for possibly requiring electric car charging stations – including at redeveloped sites – would that include say a large home, or a commercial site which is redeveloped including apartments?  How about a mobile home site or campground?

5) On page 84, are you calling for the Town to update its paving report?

6) On page 85, you are not considering additional development along the Clinton/River Street/106 corridor as an additional strip commercial pattern, are you?

7) Has the recent Downtown Sidewalk Inventory been reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission and Selectboard?

8) Page 89 d (2) shouldn’t that exclude hydro-electric projects.

9) Page 89 previously the planning commission has added “non-invasive plants historically associated with the area rather than limiting it to native plants

10) Is there a reason that most of the Chapter is actually aimed at reduction of energy use coupled with replacing existing energy capacity with renewables, but very little time is actually devoted to affirmatively increasing the supply of energy?  I remain a little concerned, because I can see that if we are to grow as a community and replace all of the lost jobs that we are probably going to be increasing our need for energy in a major way, so I have a problem with the constant reference to reducing “total” energy consumption – rather than simply referring to reducing energy derived from non-renewable sources.

Peter MacGillivray noted he has been a Selectboard Liaison to the Energy Committee for approximately two (2) years.  He gave credit to Jason Rasmussen from SWCRPC, who has written the majority of the proposed amendments for the Energy Chapter.  Mr. MacGillivray noted his support and would like to see the proposed amendments for the Energy Chapter adopted.

Jason Rasmussen noted that the Enhanced Energy Chapter was not necessary in the Town Plan.  However, with the Town having an Enhanced Energy Chapter, the Town would have a substantial deference in projects with the Public Utilities Commission (PUC).

George McNaughton stated he was hoping to hear answers to his questions this evening.  He wanted to know why the Planning Commission and the Energy Committee made the proposed changes to the Enhanced Energy Chapter.
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Jason Rasmussen explained the reason for the proposed changes to the Enhanced Energy Chapter was because the Town’s current Energy Chapter of the Town did not allow the Town to have a substantial deference in projects with the PUC.  George McNaughton pressed for answers to his questions, but was not successful.  Mr. Rasmussen stated that he could not provide specific answers on behalf of the Energy Committee members.

Peter MacGillivray stated again the proposed Enhanced Energy Chapter should be adopted.  The amendments are a start and changes can be made as needed.

Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, stated he thought Mr. McNaughton’s questions were good.  However, he suggested McNaughton submit them in writing.  Vice-Chair Martone also noted the members of the Energy Committee were not present to answer any questions.  Vice-Chair Martone also promoted adopting the Enhanced Energy Chapter as written.  The Selectboard can address Mr. McNaughton’s questions at a later date.

After a short discussion, it was agreed Mr. McNaughton would submit his questions in writing to the Planning Commission and the Energy Committee.

Chair Morris asked for any other comments.  There were none.

The Public Hearing, 1st  Review of the proposed amendments to the Enhanced Energy Chapter of the Town Plan closed at 6:38 PM.   
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