TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING @ 7:00 PM
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2019

MINUTES

A.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge 	of Allegiance was recited and Roll Call taken.
	
	Selectboard Members Present: Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, Peter MacGillivray, 	Michael Martin and George McNaughton.

	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Planning & Zoning Administrator, 	Renee Vondle, Parks & Recreation Director, Andrew Bladyka, Parks & Recreation Assistant Director, 	Keith Eno and Library Director, Sue Dowdell.

	School Board Liaison:  Stephen Karaffa.

	Guest:  Planning Commission Chair, Joseph Wilson.  

B.	MINUTES:
	1.  Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of August 12, 2019
	2.  Public Hearing Minutes of August 26, 2019
	
MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of
		August 12, 2019 and Public Hearing Minutes of August 26, 2019 with the following 
		change(s) and/or correction(s).
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.

		Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of August 12, 2019
		Vice-Chair, Walter Martone:  Requested the following change(s) and/or correction(s).
		Pg. #1, A – Sentence should read as follows:  Selectboard Vice-Chair, Walter Morris 				Martone, called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 7:02 PM.
		Pg. #5, Second Paragraph, Next to Last Sentence should read as follows:  That is not the case now; 		the power generated will be used by another entity, therefore, the project is non-exempt not exempt.
		Peter MacGillivray:  Requested the following change(s) and/or correction(s).
		Pg. #7, Third Paragraph, Third & Forth Sentences should read as follows:  PW Director Strong 			also shared the Town, with the assistance of the Regional Planning Commission, has followed the 		new State & Bridge Standards to perform work on the Mile High Hill Road.  The work on the Mile 		High Hill Road is a prime example of stormwater procedures the Town performed.
		George McNaughton:  Requested the following change(s) and/or correction(s).
		Pg. #2, First Paragraph of the LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION.  The sentence should read as 		follows:  He recused himself from the Open Container Permit Steampunk Society of Vermont, Ltd. 		vote.
		Michael Martin:  Requested the following change(s) and/or correction(s).
		Pg. #7, First Motion should read as follows:  George McNaughton moved to authorize the Chair 			of the Springfield Selectboard, based on the evidence provided by Catamount Solar, to sign a joint 		letter supporting a “Preferred Site Status” for the Catamount Solar Array located on Ridgewood 		Road.
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		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

C.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:
	Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, requested to add an ITEM #9:  State Tax Appeal to the Agenda.  George 	McNaughton requested to add a 6.  Final Report - Grand List Task Force listed under H.  OTHER 	MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  There were not any objections from the Selectboard Members.

D.	CONSENT AGENDA ITEM(S):
	ITEM #1:  Accept Resignation from the Airport Commission.
	Please note the resignation email from Walter Stredieck.  Mr. Stredieck has relocated and will not be 	able to fulfill his term on the Airport Commission.  The term runs until March 2020.

	ITEM #2:  Appointment to the Airport Commission.
	Please note the APPOINTED OFFICE QUESTIONNAIRE completed by Charles Schumacher.  Mr. 	Schumacher would like to be on the Airport Commission.  With the resignation of Mr. Stredieck there is 	an opening with a term balance ending in March 2020.

	ITEM #3:  Appointment to the Library Trustee Board.
	There is an opening on the Board of Library Trustees because a member moved out of town.  The Library 	Director, Sue Dowdell, has requested the Selectboard appoint Patrice Jones to the vacant Library Trustee 	position until Town Election in March 2020.  The balance of the term expires in March 2022.   There will 	be an “Elected” position on the Town Ballot for the balance of the term (March 2020 through March 	2022).  All potential candidates interested in the position will have a chance run in an election for the 	position.  Staff recommends the appointment of Patrice Jones to the vacant Library Trustee position.

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items as presented.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.
  
E.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM #4:  Nominating a Voting Delegate for the VLCT Annual Business Meeting.

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray nominated Michael Martin as the “Voting Delegate” to represent
		the Town of Springfield and to attend the Vermont League Cities & Towns Annual
		Town Fair on Wednesday, October 2, 2019.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone.

	Michael Martin agreed to the nomination.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.
 
	ITEM #5:  Errors & Omissions.
	Town Manager Yennerell noted the Town Assessor, Nichole Knight, had submitted two (2) Errors and 	Omissions Request for review and approval by the Selectboard.

	1.	SPAN:  606-190-14687:
		Property Value:  	$297,700  	Dropped to:  $119,200  	        Difference:    -   $178,500 		This was an error & omission last year approved by Selectboard on 11/26/2018.  This data was
		lost during server virus.
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	2.	SPAN:  606-190-14570:  
		Property Value:  	$  700.  	Dropped to:  $        00		        Difference:   -        700
		Parcel was sold and merged with abutting parcel; value is added on new owner’s land.  Parcel 			became active during reappraisal in error (.03 of an acre.)

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone,  moved to approve the two (2)  Errors & Omissions
		submitted by the Town Assessor.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.

		George McNaughton recused himself from the Errors & Omissions vote.

		Vote:  4 Yes and 1 Recused (George McNaughton)

  	ITEM #6:  Municipal Planning Grant.
	Town Manager Yennerell noted the Planning Commission is prepared to move into Phase 2 of the Zoning 	Bylaws Update.   The grant will provide funding for planning assistance through the Southern Windsor 	County Regional Planning Commission (SWCRPC).  The grant is for $14,400 with a $1,440. Match (10%) 	from the Town.  Staff recommends approving the grant application and signing the corresponding 	resolution.

	Planning Commission Chair, Joseph Wilson, shared the grant will be awarded in February 2020.  The 	project entails updating Springfield’s bylaws with an overarching intent to improve and streamline the 	development review process in order to implement the Town Plan goals and further encourage downtown 	revitalization.  The Planning Commission has proposed to focus efforts on revisiting site plan and 	conditional use procedures, streamlining the subdivision review process and clarifying the flood hazard 		revise procedures and application materials.  Parking standards are also an issue lately in and around the 	downtown.

	George McNaughton stated the Planning Commission functions well.  He hopes the Planning Commission 	Chair and Planning & Zoning Administrator will not let the Regional Planning Commission and the State 	drag them down. He was very complimentary of the Planning Commission Staff and P & Z 	Administrator, Renee Vondle. George McNaughton urged them not to put anything on the back burner as 	might be suggested by the Regional Planning Commission and/or the State. 

	George McNaughton was also very concerned about spending more time on Flood Control.

	PC Chair, Joseph Wilson, assured him the Planning Commission would be spending a minimum amount 	of time on Flood Control.  Originally the Planning Commission was not considering the issue of Flood 	Control, but the Planning Commission did not want to jeopardize not being awarded the FY 2020 	Municipal Planning Grant. 

	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, reminded everyone that the State will review what will be accomplished, not 	the amount of time spent on each of the topics.

	Chair Morris reeled the discussion back in line with the agenda topic and suggested a motion be made.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to approve the FY 2020 Municipal Planning Grant and the 				signing of the corresponding resolution.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone.
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	PC Chair, Joseph Wilson, also reminded everyone that the time estimates were put together by experienced 	Planners from the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission (SWCRPC).

		Vote:  4 Yes and 1 No (George McNaughton)

	ITEM #7:  Discuss Riverside School Parking Lot Repaving.
	Town Manager Yennerell noted the Springfield School District is interested in repaving the Riverside 	School Parking Lot parking.  This lot is used by both the School and the Town.  Its exact ownership is 	unclear.  Staff’s recommendation is to obtain a cost estimate for repaving the parking lot and consider 	placing the matter on the Town Meeting Ballot as a Warrant Article.  Also noted during discussion was 	the fact if the Town sponsored the warrant article for repaving, this would not affect the School District’s 	State Funding.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved approval to obtain cost estimates for repaving the Riverside
		School Parking Lot and if possible, requesting the repaving to be done in two phases as of 			December 1, 2019.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone

	A discussion between the Selectboard Members, the Director & Assistant Director of the Parks & 	Recreation Department and the Town Manager followed.  The discussion covered the possible length of 	time the new paving would last, the fact that Town Employees have constantly been patching the parking 	lot over the past several years and the potential cost of the repaving.  George McNaughton did inquire if 	the cost of the repaving of the Riverside School Parking Lot should be bonded.  Town Manager Yennerell 	estimated the cost of repaving to be around $200,000, which shouldn’t require bonding.
  
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	ITEM #8:  Discuss obtaining a Phase I Environmental Assessment for the Community Center.
	Town Manager Yennerell noted that there have been discussions on both major improvements and a 	relocation of the Main Street Community Center.  He is now suggesting to obtain a Phase I, if necessary, 	a Phase II, environmental assessment while the funds were 	still available.  He noted funds could come 	from the $250,000 EPA Assessment Grant.  If necessary, the Town could 	decide to sell the current 	Community Center and  it would be nice to know  if there were any environmental issues with the 	building.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to obtain a Phase I, if necessary, a Phase II, environmental
		Assessment of the Community Center.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	ITEM #9:  State Tax Appeal.
	Town Manager Yennerell shared that Friday afternoon, September 6, 2019, after the Selectboard Agenda 	and Packet were finished there was a meeting involving a State Tax Appeal by Ms. Ilse Verge.  Ms. 	Verge’s property is located at 70 Stellafane Road.  Ms. Verge’s April 1, 2018 reappraised property value 	was $198,700.  The sales price during 2017 was $175,000.  Ms. Verge provided an owner’s private 	appraisal of $184,000.  All parties involved in the meeting of September 6, 2019 agreed upon a new 	reappraisal property value of $180,000.




_________________________________________________________________________________________
Regular Selectboard Meeting, September 9, 2019	Minutes Are Not Approved					Page 4
	Chair Morris shared the property owner grieved her reappraised property value.  The grievance went to 	the Civil Board of Authority and then the grievance went on to be appealed to a State Appraiser.  The next 	step would be to meet with the Town Manager and the Assessment Director in order to come to an 	agreement on the property value before a hearing with the State Appraiser.

	Staff recommended a new reappraised property value of $180,000 to be approved by the Selectboard.

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, approved a new reappraised property value of
		$180,000 for the property located at 70 Stellafane Road, Springfield, VT.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

F.	TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
	Town Manager Yennerell read the Town Manager’s Report for September 9, 2019 out loud.
	South Street Sidewalk:  This project is substantially complete.  VTrans has also approved the two design 	changes.
	Paving Update:  Provided the weather cooperated and there are no mechanical failures, this season’s 	paving will be completed before the September 9th Selectboard Meeting.  Unfortunately, that was not the 	case.  The paving will take a few more days.
	Comtu Cascade Park:  Construction on the new park began on September 4th and will continue until the 	end of the construction season or the completion of Phase I.
	Rooming House Zoning Enforcement:  On August 26, 2019 there was a  Judicial Bureau hearing related 	to tickets issued for operating six (6) different Rooming Houses without permits.  The owner admitted to 	operating Rooming Houses at several locations and then made a motion for the case to be dismissed based 	upon the claim that the Rooming House Zoning Bylaws violated three (3) separate federal acts.  The court 	postponed the hearing until briefs related to the federal acts violation claims were submitted by both sides.
	Main Street Curb Extension:  The end of the pedestrian crossing still needs to be built between the Bakery 	Building and the Coffee Shop building.  Then the crossing will be painted across Main Street.  The weed 	infested section of lawn on the northern end of the project was reseeded and more lawn improvement 	techniques will be employed this fall to ensure the lawn will be very nice next spring.
	Police Chief Hiring Process Status:  The hiring process is complete and Lieutenant Mark Fountain was 	promoted to Chief of Police on August 16th.  Fountain was chosen after the position was advertised 	throughout the northeast.  Several qualified candidates applied and five candidates were interviewed by 	two different panels.  The consensus of the interviewers was that Fountain was the best candidate.  	Fountain has been a Springfield Officer since 1990.  He has worked his way up through every rank in the 	department and has served as Lieutenant since 2002.  Chief Fountain has had a distinguished career with 	SPD.  He is well respected by his fellow Officers, other employees of both the Police Department and the 	Town, and by the citizens of Springfield.  He was named Vermont Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 	in 2005 by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.  The Chief has an extensive training record 	including attendance at the FBI National Academy.  This is the beginning of a new era for the Springfield 	Police Department as we anticipate updates to operations and practices resulting in better service to 	Springfield citizens.  During the past six (6) months 	Chief Fountain has led the department as Acting 	Police Chief, much has been accomplished and the 	foundation has been created to make more significant 	improvements.
	New Grant Award:  The Town was awarded a $175,000 VTrans grant for the replacement of a box culvert 	on Massey Road.  The cost estimate for the project is $350,000 and more funds are being pursued to 	complete the project.
	Grove Street Drainage:  A preliminary engineering study of the Grove Street drainage and Mineral Street 	culvert issue has been completed.  This culvert goes under the Whitcomb Building to gain access into the 	river.  It has been determined the section under the building is large enough to accommodate a 25-year 	flood.  A final design to increase the culvert size under Mineral Street has begun.
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G.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:
	George McNaughton requested that the Selectboard discuss the Final Report of the Grand List Task Force, 	dated August 2019 at an October 2019 Selectboard Meeting.  The other Selectboard Members did not 	request any future agenda items.

H.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Cemetery Commission Minutes, dated August 7, 2019
	2.  Energy Committee Minutes, dated August 15, 2019
	3.  Development Review Board Minutes, dated August 13, 2019.
	4.  Ordinance Committee Minutes, dated August 12, 2019
	5.  Springfield Housing Authority Board Minutes, dated August 13, 2019
	6.  Final Report – Grand List Task Force, dated August 2019.

	Chair Morris read out loud the OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies of this 	information may be found on the Town’s website or picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

I.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:
	None

J.	EXECUTIVE SESSION:   Real Estate, H. R. Matter and Legal Matter.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved for the Selectboard to enter into Executive Session for the
		purpose of discussing Real Estate, a H. R. Matter and Legal Matter where preliminary 
		knowledge could place the public body or the persons involved at a substantial disadvantage.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	The Regular Selectboard Meeting ended at 8:05 PM and began again 9:25 PM.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to hire the Vermont League of Cities & Towns (VLCT)
		for personnel recruitment.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

L.	ADJOURN:

[bookmark: _GoBack]MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to adjourn.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.


Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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