TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
PUBLIC HEARING 
MONDAY, AUGUST 26, 2019 @ 6:00 PM


MINUTES

Selectboard Members:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, Peter MacGillivray, Michael Martin and George McNaughton. 

Administration:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell and Planner & Zoning Administrator (ZA), Renee Vondle.

Guests:  Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission (SWCRPC) Senior Planner, Allison Hopkins.

Roll call was taken and Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, opened the Public Hearing and First Review to receive public input on the proposed amendment to the Town Zoning Bylaws [24 V.S.A. § 4441] at 6:00 PM.

ZA, Renee Vondle, had prepared a summary dated August 26, 2019 of the proposed changes the Selectboard had requested on March 25, 2019.

Chair Morris read the summary out loud:

	1.	Section 3.30 Public Utility Substations (Essential Services) was deleted.

	2.	Section 3.36 Short Term Rentals (deleted the sentence:  “In addition, home owners have the
		responsibility to comply with the Vermont Department of Taxes re:  rooms and meals tax
		rules and regulations”.  This was based on a recommendation from the Town Attorney.

	3.	Section 3.20 Group Homes –
		A.  Language was changed to say that a state licensed or registered group home serving not
		      more than eight (8) persons who are disabled as defined in 9 V.S.A. Section 4501 shall 
		      be considered (added in “by right”) as a permitted single-family dwelling unit.
		B.  A residential care home (deleted: “or group home”) to be operated under state licensing
		      or registration serving nine (9) or more who have a handicap or disability and shall be
		      subject to Conditional Use Review.
		C.  Also, per State Statute, “Such a dwelling must be at least 1000 feet from another dwelling
		      Being utilized for a similar purpose” was also added in.
		D.  Please note: “by right” means it can be permitted by the ZA as an administrative permit.

	4.	New individual section for motor vehicle categories and an update to Section 3.32 Small Repair
		Services.  The PC added new definitions, updated the district charts and rewrote Section 3.32
		which was Repair Services excluding Automobile and now “Small Repair Services”.  Motor
		vehicle repair and/or service and motor vehicle sales and service have been separated out into
		three (3) separate categories:
		A.  Motor Vehicle Repair
		B.  Motor Vehicle Service
		C.  Motor Vehicle Sales
		D.  A new category has been added for small repair services.
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	5.	Section 5.4 Downtown Design Overlay Standards and Procedures.  The following actions were
		taken to revise this section including:
		A.  SWCRPC Senior Planner, Allison Hopkins, revised this section and took out a lot of
		      the restrictive language.
		B.  A Design Review Minor procedure was created to allow the ZA to approve minor requests
		      Quickly.
		C.  The DDRC was renamed DDRAC (Downtown Design Review Advisory Commission) to
		      Make it clear that their function is for advice and not judiciary.
		D.  “Product rendering” was added as a substitution for catalogue cutsheet, if necessary,
		      depending on the level of intensity per the application submitted.  Larger, more detailed
		      applications would be required to submit catalogue cutsheets, but minor application 
		      requests would be able to submit photographs or product renderings in lieu of catalogue
		      cutsheets.

	6.  Section 4.18 (A) (19) Electronic Media Display Signage was added.

Chair Morris asked for public comment.

George McNaughton was looking for confirmation that he understood this to be the first phase of amendments to the Zoning Bylaws.  ZA Vondle confirmed that to be true.  Mr. McNaughton referred to Page 55 of the Town of Springfield Zoning Bylaws, dated 11/10/2014, with track changes; Section 4.8 Height Limitations (B).  He wanted to know what an “elevator bulkhead” was.  Planning Commission Member, Jesse Webster, quickly found the definition on his cell phone, which defined a “elevator bulkhead” as:  A boxlike structure built over an opening, as at the head of a staircase, elevator shaft, etc.  Mr. McNaughton was very concerned with fact if there were general height limitations the Town could possibly be limiting themselves to restricting a potential business that might be in Springfield.

ZA Vondle stated the remainder of the paragraph ended with …… may be approved upon Conditional Use Approval by the Development Review Board.  Mr. McNaughton was still concerned over this language in the proposed Zoning Bylaws; however, he didn’t want the language to hold up the First Review.  He wanted this language flagged for the second phase.

George McNaughton referred to Page 123, the definitions, Medical Marijuana Dispensary.  Mr. McNaughton expressed his concern that there should not be a definition for a Medical Marijuana Dispensary in the proposed zoning bylaws.  There is nothing else in the proposed zoning bylaws for medical marijuana; the definition is just sitting there not attached to anything.  Mr. McNaughton is concerned that if the State allows the recreational use of medical marijuana this definition, if left in the proposed zoning bylaws, will just cause confusion.  A discussion took place between Selectboard Members, SWCRPC Senior Planner, Allison Hopkins, ZA Vondle and Planning Commission Member, Char Osterlund.  No decision was made to remove the definition.

Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, and SWCRPC Senior Planner, Allison Hopkins, agreed they had no further recommendations.  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, did point out the Town is in the process of updating the codifications and it is likely that some of the numbering within the zoning bylaws will be different.

Chair Morris asked for other comments or suggestions and there were none.  Chair Morris closed the Public Hearing.
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MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to accept the current version of the first reading of the amendments
		to the Springfield Zoning Bylaws [24 VSA §4441] based on the Planning Commission’s 			Public 	Hearing of July 22, 2019 as presented and moved to schedule the second reading on 			September 23, 2019 at 6:00 PM.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to close the meeting.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously


Meeting ended at 7:40 PM.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall
Recording Secretary
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