TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING
AUGUST 13, 2018 @ 6:30 PM


MINUTES

A.	EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Potential Selection of a Downtown Design Review Commission Member.
	Executive Session started at 6:30 PM.

MOTION:	Stephanie Thompson, Vice-Chair, moved for the Selectboard to enter into an Executive
		Session for the purpose of interviewing a potential candidate for the Downtown Design 
		Review Commission where preliminary knowledge could place the public body or the 			person involved at a substantial disadvantage.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	Executive Session ended at 6:50 PM.

B.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:
	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Selectboard meeting to order at 7:00 PM, roll call was 	taken and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.

	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, Peter 	MacGillivray, Walter Martone and Michael Martin.

	Town Administration Present:  Tom Yennerell, Town Manager, Andrew Bladyka, Parks & Recreation 	Director, Keith Eno, Parks & Recreation Assistant Director, Lori Johnson, Senior Center Director and 	Linda Wilson & Denis Menard, Members of the Senior Center Advisory Board.

C.	MINUTES:
	1.  Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of July 9, 2018.
	2.  Special Selectboard Meeting Minutes of July 27, 2018.

MOTION:	Stephanie Thompson, Vice-Chair, moved to approve the Regular Selectboard Meeting
		Minutes of July 9, 2018 and the Special Selectboard Meeting Minutes of July 27, 2018
		with the requested change.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.

	Walter Martone – Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of July 9, 2018, Page 3, 3rd Paragraph, 2nd 	Sentence:  The sentence read as follows:  Or if the unit is re-rented to a new tenant before the violations 	have been corrected.  The sentence has been changed to:  The unit must not be rented to a new tenant 	before violations have been corrected.
		
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously 

D.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:
	There were not any requested additions to the agenda items.
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E.	PARK STREET SCHOOL PROJECT PRESENTATION:
	Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, shared potential future owners and the developer of the proposed Park 	Street School Project were present and requested them to introduced themselves before the presentation 	began. 

	Matt Dunn and Bill Niquette introduced themselves.  Springfield Regional Development Corporation 	was also represented by Executive Director, Bob Flint.

	Matt Dunn shared when he wasn’t in politics he worked in the private sector.  At one time he worked 	with Google promoting their fiber optics.  Mr. Dunn is very impressed with VTel’s fiber optics.  His 	goal is to promote the fastest internet to entrepreneurs and start-up businesses at the Park Street School 	location.  

	Bob Flint started the presentation by reminding everyone that the Springfield Regional Development 	Corporation has an option to purchase the Park Street School building, which has been extended to the 	end of the current year.  He also stated the property is now eligible for Historic Tax Credits, the building 	is now listed as a Historic Designation, a Phase I Environmental Report has been done, Preliminary 	Architecture work has been done and a Conceptual Plan finished.

	Matt Dunn narrated the presentation while Bob Flint ran the computer.  One of the first notable changes 	was the main entrance of the facility was moved to the back of the building.  The proposed plans still 	included some parking in the front of the facility.  The proposed plans in the back of the facility include 	ADA compliant parking spaces, tiered rows of parking, a separate entrance for the Senior Center space 	and access into a spacious two-level entrance hall.  The plans for the outside of the facility also included 	green space and a walkway to the Comtu Bridge.

	Bill Niquette plans to use the large existing windows throughout the facility wherever possible.  He will 	expose the historic architecture of the inside and keep the staircases in place throughout the facility.  The 	proposed plans included two elevators within the proposed facility, the gym and theater will be updated.  	The proposed plan also has retractable and folding theater seating that will be stored in the back of the 	room, thus allowing the area to be used for other events.  Space for the Springfield Senior Center and a 	large commercial kitchen have been proposed along with space for the Parks & Recreation Department.   	The current Senior Center and Parks & Recreation Department use about 29,000 square feet of space.  	The proposed spaces will be about 25,000 square feet.  In addition, there are 22 loft apartments and 	common areas proposed for this facility.

	The Selectboard Members, Town Manager Yennerell, SRDC Executive Director Flint, Developer, Bill 	Niquette, P & R Director, Andy Bladyka, P & R Assistant Director, Keith, Eno and Residents, Denis 	Menard & Floyd Buck discussed the Bowling Alley would be lost, the maximum flat space available 	once the theater chairs were folded up, the details of how the chairs folded and there would be 125 	parking spaces in the back of the facility.

	The Senior Center Director, Lori Johnson, inquired if Mr. Flint would make a presentation at the Senior 	Center for interested members.  Mr. Flint immediately agreed.  Ms. Johnson and Mr. Flint will make 	plans in the near future for the presentation at the Senior Center.

	SRDC Executive Director, Bob Flint, reminded everyone these were only proposed “Conceptual Plans”.  	Mr. Flint was not in a position to discuss the projected cost of the Park Street School Project at this time.
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	The Selectboard Members and Mr. Flint, Mr. Dunn & Mr. Niquette exchanged “Thank Yous” with each 	other for the presentation and being allowed to make the presentation.   
	 
F.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM #1:  Downtown Design Review Committee Appointment.
	Town Manager Yennerell explained there was recently a resignation on the Downtown Design Review
	Committee and the Town had advertised the open position.  There was only one volunteer that applied 	and the Selectboard interviewed the candidate earlier this evening. 

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to appoint Bonny Andrews to the Downtown Design Review
		Committee to serve the balance of a term ending in March 2019.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM #2:  Springfield Housing Authority Appointment
	Town Manager Yennerell explained there was also a recent vacancy on the Board of Directors for the  	Springfield Housing Authority.  

 MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to appoint Walter Jabs, Jr. to the Springfield Housing Authority 			Board of Directors.  Mr. Jabs will be filling the balance of a term ending March 2023.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM #3:  Tax Sale Authorization
	Town Manager Yennerell requested the Selectboard to ratify and confirm the engagement of the Town 	Attorney for the upcoming Tax Sale.  This is a yearly routine matter.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to ratify and confirm the engagement of the Town Attorneys,
		Parker & Ankuda, to be compensated for preparing tax sales at the rate of 15% of the 
		uncollected taxes.  I further move that the Town Manager is authorized in his discretion
		to bid on behalf of the Town of Springfield at the upcoming Tax Sale on all properties for
		which there is not a sufficient bid to reimburse the Town for all uncollected taxes, interest,
		penalties, fees and costs in the Manager’s discretion.  I further move to authorize the Town
		Manager to advertise and sell all properties now owned by the Town which were purchased
		at previous Tax Sales including the authority to sign the deed on behalf of the Town of
		Springfield transferring title of such property. 
		Seconded by Michael Martin.

	Michael Martin inquired what the deadline was for residents to reclaim their properties from last year’s 	Tax Sale.  Town Manager Yennerell stated September 28, 2018 was the deadline.  Mr. Martin also 	inquired how many properties the Town acquired last year due to the Tax Sale.  Town Manager 	Yennerell stated there were approximately five (5).

	Walter Martone inquired if a resident was able to reclaim their property by September 28, 2018 would 	they be required to be current with tax payments which includes the August 15, 2018 payment.  Town 	Manager Yennerell stated the resident would not be required to be current.  Town Manager Yennerell 	also went on to comment there are very expensive penalties when a property is involved in a Tax Sale.  	He also noted the penalties are set by the Vermont State Statues and the Municipalities are required to 	enforce the penalties.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.
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G.	TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
	Town Manager Yennerell provided a brief outline of his Town Manager’s Report dated August 13, 	2018.
	New Health Officer Inspections and Fines Update:  The new legislation did not provide any new 	guidelines.  The Health Officer’s will use the same “common sense judgements” that they have been 	using for 20+ years.  Town Manager Yennerell did find out that tenants can also be fined for violations 	and the Town cannot charge a fee to anyone for inspecting and writing up a report.  He also noted that 	VLCT 	(Vermont League of Cities and Towns) expects there will be legislative amendments during the 	next legislative session.
	Armory:  The Town is now the legal owner of the armory located on the Fairground Road.  The 	building is filled with Public Works materials and equipment plus books belonging to the Friends of the 	Springfield Town Library for their annual book sale.
	Grove Street Drainage:  An engineer has been hired to perform a hydrological study to determine the 	appropriate size of the culverts in this drainage.  The small brook in this area drains 200 acres and has 	the ability to become a significant problem during unusually high rainfall periods of the sort that 	occurred on July 27th.  All major debris from the last flood has been removed from the drainage and 	some short-term measures to prevent future drainage blockage are being considered.

H.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:
	The Selectboards members did not request anything.
	
I.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.   Springfield Airport Commission – Minutes dated June 28, 2018
	2.   Springfield Cemetery Commissioners – Minutes dated July 11, 2018
	3.   Springfield Development Review Board – Minutes dated July 10, 2018
	4.   Springfield Energy Committee – Minutes dated July 19, 2018
	5.   Springfield Library Board of Trustees – Minutes dated July 10, 2018
	6.   Springfield Planning Commission – Minutes dated July 1l, 2018
	7.   Springfield Ordinance Committee – Minutes dated July 3, 2018 & August 7, 2018
	8.   Springfield Police Department – Monthly Reports April, May, June & July 2018
	9.   Springfield Trails, Greenways, Byways and Rural Economy Advisory Committee –
		Minutes dated July 24, 2018
	10. Springfield Housing Authority – Minutes dated July 10, 2018
	11. Springfield Regional Development Corporation – Minutes June 26, 2018

Chair Morris read out loud the OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies of this information may be found on the Town’s website or picked up at the Town Manager’s office.

J.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:
	Peter MacGillivray shared the following information:

	Konrad Prefab, LLC:  The Public is invited to a ribbon cutting ceremony in celebration of National 	Health Center Week and National Breastfeeding Month.  The ceremony will take place on Wednesday, 	August 15, 2018 at 2:00 PM in the main lobby of the Springfield Health Center located at 100 River 	Street, 	Springfield, VT.  Light refreshments and tours will be offered.

	Springfield Arts and Historical Society:  The Springfield Arts and Historical Society presents, 	“Springfield in 1913 and 1914”.  The presentation will take place on Saturday, August 18, 2018 at 2:00 	PM at the Nolan Murray Center located on Pleasant Street, Springfield, VT.  This program is in 	conjunction with the Springfield Hospital’s 105th Anniversary.  This program is FREE and open to all.
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	Green Mountain Aerobatics Contest:  On July 13th through the 15th there was a Green Mountain 	Aerobatics Contest held at the Hartness State Airport located at 15 Airport Road, North Springfield, VT.
	The event had 34 competitors and 24 volunteers, spouses and friends.  Mr. MacGillivray shared the 	amount of funds generated to this area because of the event.  They were as follows: 

		Lodging (Holiday Inn & Inn at Weathersfield)		$16,200.00
		Food (Lunch, Dinner and a Banquet)				$11,174.00
		Aviation Fuel							$  5,267.00
		Rental Cars & Automobile Gas				$  1,004.00
		Hanger, Port-A-Potty & Misc.				$  1,085.00		

		Total								$34,730.00

		$34,730.00 x 1.69 Vermont Tourism Economic Multiplier:  $58,694.00
		Economic Impact of Total Expenditures:  			$58,694.00

	Susan Burge, Resident:  Ms. Burge came before the Selectboard to share her frustration regarding the 	Town’s aging infrastructure.  Her property is located at 49 Cutler Drive.  Ms. Burge has a water service 	line issue from the curb stop to her property, unfortunately the curb stop is approximately 250 feet from 	her property making this a very costly expense to replace the leaking line.  The Selectboard understands 	her frustration and noted this 	is a very unfortunate situation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Bruce Richardson, Resident:  Mr. Richardson presented an analysis prepared by himself that he 	wanted to share with the Selectboard and Public.  Mr. Richardson stated, in his opinion, the New 	England Municipal Consultants, Ltd, NEMC, did a disservice to the Town of Springfield.  According to 	Mr. Richardson’s calculations the average cost of a home in the R-1 area was $111,000.00 with the 	majority of homes having a decrease in taxes.  He also noted that the more desirable homes in the rural 	areas were assessed for more and the taxes increased.

K.	EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Real Estate Negotiations

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved for the Selectboard to enter into an
		 Executive Session for the purpose of discussing real estate where preliminary
		 knowledge could place the public body or the persons involved at a substantial 
		 disadvantage.
		 Seconded by:  Michael Martin.
		 Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	Executive Session ended at 10:00 PM.

K.	ADJOURN:

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to adjourn the Regular Selectboard 
		Meeting of Monday,  August 13, 2018.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	The Selectboard Meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Donna M. Hall, Recording Secretary


_________________________________________________________________________________________
Regular Selectboard Meeting, August 13, 2018		Minutes Are Approved						Page 5.

