[bookmark: _GoBack]TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING – TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2020 @ NOON
MEETING HELD VIA ZOOM 


MINUTES - DRAFT

A.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL:

Selectboard Chair, Walter Martone, called the Special Selectboard Meeting to order at 12:01 PM. 

Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Walter Martone, Vice-Chair, Michael Martin, Peter MacGillivray, George McNaughton, and Kristi Morris. 

Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Steve Neratko, Finance Director Cathy Sohngen.

Press: Rod Arnold (Springfield Reporter); Jared Gunnell (SAPA-TV)

Chair Walter Martone read the electronic meeting authorization notice, called the roll, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

B.	SET JULY 1, 2020 – JUNE 30, 2021 TAX RATE:

Chair Walter Martone recognized Town Manager Steve Neratko who conveyed the tax rates and read them aloud. Finance Director Cathy Sohngen shared the tax rate table on her screen so the online audience & viewers of SAPA TV could refer to it. The tax rates & general accounting under those rates are reproduced in the tables below. 
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Selectman Michael Martin inquired about an abatement of $0.40 in last year’s spreadsheet. Finance Director Sohngen clarified that that figure was included in the town rate. 

Selectman George McNaughton asked Finance Director Sohngen to explain for the public what “Voted Contracts” and “Special Appropriation” pertained to. Properties that were previously agreed to be exempt or taxed at particular rates such as churches are include in “Voted Contracts. The Veteran’s Exemption also falls under that heading. 

Chairman Martone explained that “Special Appropriations” included appropriations that the voters have approved such as for Meals on Wheels, the Springfield Historical Society, HCRS services, and similar organizations. Selectman MacGillivray added that paving and sidewalk expenses of approximately $700,000 are also included under that “Special Appropriations. 

Selectman Michael Martin asked about the Homestead tax rate which he calculated at $3.8009 and the Nonresidential tax rate of $3.6934. Finance Director Sohngen replied that her figures were slightly different, $3.8010 for Homestead rate and $3.6925 6935 for the nonresidential rate. She explained that the software that calculates the Grand List provides slightly different figures. The figures given in the table below are from the Grand List software module, and are correct. 
	
MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to approve the tax rates for July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021.
		Seconded by: Peter MacGillivray.
		
Selectman Kristi Morris requested that for a comparison to last year’s rates for public information. Finance Director Sohngen stated that the Homestead rate this year represents an increase of 3.17%, approximately $0.12 per hundred dollars of value. The Nonresidential rate increased by approximately 4.19%, $0.15 per hundred dollars of value. A residential property owner assessed at $100,000 under the 1.67 rate would see an increase of about $117/year. 

Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

Finance Director Sohngen confirmed that the taxes ordinarily due on August 15 would be due on September 15 this year. Chairman Martone noted that for those who signed repayment plans earlier this year adopted for the Covid-19 health emergency, it was extremely important that they not miss that payment deadline. 

C.	ADJOURN:
	
MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adjourn.
		Seconded by: Vice Chair Michael Martin
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

The meeting ended at 12:14 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian Benoit
Administrative Assistant
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TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
20-21 PROPERTY TAX RATE

HOMESTEAD TAX RATE

TOWN 318210
SCHOOL 817704
VOTED CONTRACTS $0.0091
SPECIAL APPROPRIATION 501891
WINDSOR COUNTY TAX 300074
ABATEMENTS 300040
20-2{ HOMESTEAD TAX RATE 538010

[NON-RESIDENTIAL TAX RA

TOWN L8210
SCHOOL 316629
'VOTED CONTRACTS $0.0091
SPECIAL APPROPRIATION 301891
WINDSOR COUNTY TAX 500074
ABATEMENTS 500040

20-21 NON-RESIDENTIAL TAX RATE __ $3.6935

TAX DUE DATES: SEP 5™, NOV 15™, FEB 15™ MaY 15™
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20-21 TAX YEAR

TAXES RAISED TOWN & EDUCATION

RATE NAME TAX RATE X GRAND LIST = TOTAL RAISED
NONHOMESTEAD ED. 16629 2337674 $3887319
HOMESTEAD ED. 17704 2988739 $5291264
VOTED CONTRACTS 00091 5505845 $50103
COUNTY TAX 00074 5505845 $40744
SPECIAL APP. 01891 5505845 $1041155
TOWN 18249 5505845 $10047557
TOTAL TAX $20,358,142





