NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
SECOND PUBLIC HEARING – VACANT BUILDING ORDINANCE 
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT
SELECTBOARD
MONDAY, JULY 25, 2016 @ 6:00 PM

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Minutes

	Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Public Hearing to order at 8:30 PM.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	This is the second Public Hearing and Reading of the proposed Ordinance 2016-2, Chapter 7, Health Sanitation, Nuisances, Article II Nuisances, Added Division 8.  Certain Nuisances Caused by Vacant Buildings, Added  §§ 7-	170 – 7-177.  Please note a copy of proposed Ordinance 2016-2 is attached.

	Walter Martone read Ordinance 2016-2 out loud.

	George McNaughton explained after the first reading of this proposed ordinance the following changes were made.

	1.  There was a section added for small redevelopment plans, which went directly to the Town Manager, not
	     going through the Selectboard.

	2.  The previous section regarding drainage was removed.

	3.  Precise details regarding foundation problems were removed.  The new proposed language is for
	     a “structurally sound” foundation.  George McNaughton feels this change will accommodate the requested 
	     changes from the previous reading.
	
	4. In addition, an appeal provision was added to appear before the Selectboard and/or Enforcement Officer for
	    a “Bona-fide” extension of time.

	Chair, Kristi Morris, explained should this ordinance pass; the Selectboard would put the public on notice, the ordinance would be effective within 60 days unless a petition was filed with the Town Clerk within 45 days.  Chair Morris opened the floor for public input.

	Michael Woychosky, resident and rental property owner, was concerned about Section 7-172, Item #2 regarding “vacant building” businesses.  Mr. Woychosky explained that he is the only employer of his corporation and is in and out of his business office all the time.  He actually works 24/7 because of the nature of his business.  The Selectboard assured him that his “vacant building” business hours were not a problem.  Mr.  Woychosky stated this Vacant Building Ordinance seemed to put more hardship on the business owner.  

	George McNaughton stated the Selectboard sympathized with him, however this proposed ordinance was another tool the Town could use to fight blight within the Town.  Walter Martone also stated the ordinance allowed the Town Manager discretional judgement.

	Will Hunter inquired if an owner and/or business had a redevelopment plan did that allow them to cover their windows with plywood or other options.  The Selectboard indicated that could possibly be allowed for a while, but if someone brought the window covering to the Town Manager’s attention, he would want to know how long he expected to have the windows covered and why.  An aesthetically appealing alternative may be required.
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	William Handly, resident and business owner, did not like the fact that there was discretional judgement up to one person.  He was also concerned about the ordinance requiring liability insurance for vacant buildings.  He stated that his insurance company dropped him because his building was not occupied.  He tried to acquire insurance with other agencies, but they all stated the same reason for not wanting to insure his buildings.  Bill Handly also inquired how the Selectboard was going to require someone to have insurance on a vacant building when insurance companies won’t allow you to insure your building.  George McNaughton pointed out there was an option of self-insuring, which requires the demonstration of a bond or other proof of financial assets sufficient to cover liability claims.  Mr. Handly stated that he could not afford that.

	Chair Morris asked for other public input; there was nothing else.  The Public Hearing closed at 9:20 PM.


Respectfully Submitted By,




Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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