TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING @ 7:00 PM
MONDAY, JULY 8, 2019

MINUTES

A.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 7:02 PM.  Roll call was 	taken and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
	
	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, Peter MacGillivray,
	Michael Martin and George McNaughton.

	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, 	Acting 	Police Chief, Mark Fountain and Public Works Director, Jeffery Strong.

	School Board Liaison:  Absent

	Guest:  Executive Director, Thomas Kennedy, Southern Windsor County Regional Planning 	Commission 	(SWCRPC)
	
B.	MINUTES:
	1.  Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of June 10, 2019.
	2.  Special Selectboard Meeting Minutes of June 18, 2019. 
	3.  Special Selectboard Meeting Minutes of July 2, 2019.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to approve the Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of June
		10, 2019, the Special Selectboard Meeting Minutes of June 18, 2019 and the Special
		Selectboard Meeting Minutes of July 2, 2019 with the following correction.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone

		Vice-Chair, Walter Martone:
		Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of June 10, 2019.
		Page 9, H.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS, First Sentence should read as follows –
		Vice-Chair Martone noted the next Presidential Election was December 3, 2020 November 3, 			2020 and the Town should start thinking about the Town Charter amendment process.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

C.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:
	None

D.	CONSENT AGENDA ITEM(S):
	ITEM #1:  Development Review Board – Member Status Request. 
	Mr. Joseph Wilson, a member of the Development Review Board (DRB), has requested to change his 	status from a member to “alternate” member.
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MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to accept Joseph Wilson’s resignation as a regular member
		on the Development Review Board (DRB) and appoint him to be an alternate member on
		the Development Review Board (DRB).
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone
		
	As questioned by George McNaughton, this means there is an open position on the Development 	Review Board (DRB).  Selectboard Members McNaughton and Martone explained Mr. Wilson’s 	status request to go from a regular DRB member to an alternate DRB member was made so he could 	devote more of his time to the Chair of the Planning Commission position. 
		
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	LOCAL LIQUOR CONTROL OPEN AT 7:10 PM

	ITEM #2:  Festival Permit – Loyal Order of Moose Lodge #679.
	Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, is seeking permission from the Selectboard for authority to sign a 	Festival Permit for the Loyal Order of Moose Lodge #679’s annual family picnic held on August 18, 	2019 at 220 Spencer Hollow Road.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the Festival Permit for the Loyal Order of Moose
		Lodge #679’s annual family picnic held on August 18, 2019 at 220 Spencer Hollow Road.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin
		
AMENDED
MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, moved to approve the Festival Permit for the Loyal Order
		of Moose Lodge #679’s annual picnic held on August 18, 2019 at 220 Spence Hollow
		Road and to allow the Town Clerk to sign the original Festival Permit.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	LOCAL LIQUOR CONTROL CLOSED AT 7:12 PM

E.	OLD BUSINESS:
	.
	ITEM #3: Transfer Station Trash Disposal Changes.
	At the Selectboard Meeting of Monday, June 10, 2019, it was decided to make Transfer Station access 	stickers required by July 1, 2019 and to extend the use of the current trash disposal tickets and the 	weighing of trash until Sunday, September 1, 2019.  Due to the Labor Day Holiday, the punch card will 	go into effect on Wednesday, September 4, 2019.

	Town Manager Yennerell noted that even though Item #3 of this agenda is about the Transfer Station, 	we are really talking about preserving the environment and recycling.  These are emotional and complex 	topics to discuss.  ACT 148, the Universal Recycling Law that became effective in 2015, banned 	recyclables from the landfill.  The recyclable items are things that we use every day in every household, 	so now we have an overabundance nationally and probably worldwide.

	We all know we must protect our environment and recycling is one of the ways to protect it.  We also 	know that protecting the environment is an expensive proposition.  The Town of Springfield has spent 	millions on projects directly related to environmental protection and continues to spend heavily on all 	infrastructure projects due to environmental protections imposed on all our projects.


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Regular Selectboard Meeting	 - July 8, 2019		Minutes Are Approved						Page 2.
	Town Manager Yennerell referred to a projected slide on the wall noting the last two (2) years of 	operations and costs of the Transfer Station that has been periodically studied and discussed since 2015.  	In 2015 a study of all the transfer stations in the Southern Windsor Windham Counties Solid Waste 	Management District (SWWCSWMD) was done.  The study recommended many of the changes we are 	implementing now, such as the sticker and punch card programs.  One of the main causes for the 	changes is to eliminate the tax subsidies that have been supporting recycling in the amount of nearly 	$100,000 per year.

	The projected slide on the wall also indicated what types of materials were recycled and the revenue/cost 	per ton for 2017 compared to 2019.

	Commodity Prices for Recyclables (Revenue/Cost) Per Ton:

	
	Material
	2017
	2018
	2019

	
	
	
	

	Aluminum Cans (Baled; Stored for 1-1/2 Years)
	$1,083
	$1,149
	$735

	Glass (Town pays to Store and Ground)
	($28)
	($30)
	($38)

	Mixed Paper (Baled)
	$59
	$10
	($15)

	Old Corrugated Cardboard (Baled)
	$146
	$79
	$45



	The subsidy has been a well-known fact and has been discussed at budget meetings since 2016.  In 2017 	there was a trash removal price increase in order to reduce the costs.  As recycled commodity prices 	continue to drop yearly, the price increase became ineffective in removing the tax subsidy burden.  Now 	the Town is faced with another price increase and fees.  Consequently, a sticker program was discussed 	during the 2019 – 2020 budget process and $60,000 was added to the Transfer Station revenues.  It is 	also notable that the ACT 148 Administrators encouraged municipalities to make increases for trash 	removal prices to compensate for the cost of recycling.  The Town was hesitant to do that, but could no 	longer 	hesitate.  It is not feasible nor equitable to continue to subsidize the Transfer Station in the 	amount that we have been.  We have reached a point where the Transfer Station deficit is impacting the 	continuation of other services the Town provides.  It is actually costing the taxpayer’s .02 cents on the 	tax rate.

	The changes discussed at previous Selectboard meetings and proposed this evening have already been 	implemented by other towns in the area, (the Southern Windsor/Windham Solid Waste Management 	District) and throughout Vermont.  Most Towns now use a punch card and sticker program and handle 	their trash by volume.  Those towns have chosen to do this because it is less labor intensive and more 	efficient for both the customer and the Town.  Contrary to comments during the previous Selectboard 	meeting, Springfield has been aware of these things for years.

	For example, Rockingham, Rutland, Weathersfield and Hartford all use punch card and sticker programs 	and handle their household trash by volume rather than by weight.  The Town of Cavendish uses 	different values of paper tickets, but those tickets still correspond to fifteen – and thirty – gallon 	bags/containers.

	The new procedures and fee structure will cut taxes, eliminate the Transfer Station deficit and reduce 	congestion while still offering excellent value and service.
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	For comparison, private haulers charge between $47 - $50 per month for weekly curbside pickup of 	trash and pickup of recycling every other week.  The recycling from the private haulers is “mixed 	stream” or “zero sort”.  This is not the “hard core” recycling offered from the Springfield Transfer 	Station.  With the proposed increases to dispose of one (1) 30-gallon bag/container of trash per week and 	all recyclables at the Town’s Transfer Station, it would only cost $17 per month (including the cost of 	the Sticker).  That’s a pretty good deal.

	Based upon the facts presented, Staff proposes to phase out the green transfer station tickets in favor of a 	punch card beginning on September 4, 2019.  Each punch card would cost $15 and would cover the cost 	to dispose of eight (8) 15-gallon bags/containers.  Larger volumes of trash will be accommodated for 	example, 30-gallon bags/containers would be two (2) punches on the card.  The punch cards would be 	sold at the Springfield and Chester Town Offices.	The Town also hopes that the area merchants would 	also offer them as before, the green transfer station tickets would continue to be honored 	indefinitely at 	their cash value of 54 cents each.

	Loose or oddly shaped material’s volume would be estimated by the attendant, who would also assist 	users in handling their trash if needed.  Trash could be brought in bags or containers of any manageable 	size.  	The construction, demolition debris, scrap, electronics and other material listed in the Transfer 	Station’s information flyer would continue to be handled as before.  Staff would like the Selectboard to 	pass the proposal as presented.

	George McNaughton still questioned the reason why the Town was changing from weight to volume.  	Town Manager Yennerell and Public Works Director Strong explained again; that it is in hopes of 	creating an overall streamlined efficiency of the whole Transfer Station.  There will not be a need to 	weigh 	the trash bags, Attendant will only be punching a punch card.  If a customer needs assistance, the 	Attendant will assist.  With funds distributed from the disbandment of the Southern Windsor/Windham 	Solid Waste Management District Commission, the Town will be able to redesign the traffic flow and 	set up a more 	efficient Transfer Station.

	George McNaughton stated he didn’t believe this proposal would increase efficiency at the Transfer 	Station.  He noted the understanding of why there had to be a price increase at the Transfer Station.   He 	also inquired when Public Works Director Strong thought the scales would fail.  PW Director Strong	indicated anything could happen when it came to the scales.  There wasn’t a way to predict when the 	scales 	would fail.  The Transfer Station likes to keep a backup scale available; but currently there isn’t 	one available.

	Michael Martin noted that he, like Mr. McNaughton, is concerned over the need to increase prices at the 	Transfer Station to cover the deficit.  Mr. Martin took the time over the last three (3) weeks to monitor 	his cost of trash.  He feels the Town does not have to raise the cost as much as what is being proposed.

	A discussion took place between Selectboard members McNaughton and Martin, PW Director Strong 	and Executive Director, Tom Kennedy (SWCRPC).  Topics discussed were:

· The average weight of a 30-gallon bag/container, which is 28 pounds.
· “Gaming the System”, which means stuffing a 30-gallon bag/container.  PW Director Strong thought that would not happen much once the customer realized they were tossing their own bags.
· Michael Martin didn’t feel it was fair to compare private haulers and Transfer Station costs.
· Michael Martin questioned the $17 per month figured used by Town Manager Yennerell.  Town Manager Yennerell explained how he figured out the $17 cost.
· PW Director Strong shared the cost of a new scale was approximately $1,400.
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· George McNaughton shared he heard an argument for changing from weight to volume was that recycling took up more storage.  That was one of the answers he was hoping to hear from Town Manager Yennerell and PW Director Strong.
· Tom Kennedy shared that about every five (5) years the State of Vermont performs an audit of Transfer Stations.  The trash bags are pulled apart to inspect the contents.  The inspection notes the amount of actual trash, food scraps and recyclables.  The amount of food scraps last reported was about 40%.

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to approve the implementation of a $15 Punch Card with
		eight (8) punches to enable a 15-gallon bag/container to be disposed of, effective 
		September 4, 2019.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone

	Peter MacGillivray pointed out that for years he has hired a private hauler for his trash and gone to the 	Transfer Station for his recyclable items.  He commented hiring the private hauler was actually costing 	him more than if he took his trash to the Transfer Station.

	Vice-Chair Martone stated he was in favor of the motion.  He believes it is necessary to make this 	service, the Transfer Station, self-supportive.  He also questioned if the $15 charge of punch card could 	cost less.  Vice-Chair Martone would support the motion.

	George McNaughton doesn’t have a problem with the cost increase or the cost going to the actual user.  		He also commented that the proposed Punch Card with eight (8) punches is a lot better than what we 	started with.  He still has a problem going from weight to volume for trash disposal; he will not be 	supporting the motion.

	Peter MacGillivray commented that he has never paid for trash based on weight.  He pays his private 	hauler based on volume.

	Michael Martin referred back to Mr. Kennedy’s comment where 40% of food waste was found during 	State audits of Transfer Stations.  He questioned what the Town was going to do when ACT 148 made it 	mandatory that there are to be no food waste in the trash?  (ACT 148 for no food waste goes into effect 	July 1, 2020.)  Town Manager Yennerell shared the Town has already implemented a plan for food 	waste.   There is a fifty (50) Gallon-Toter at the Transfer Station where customers may dispose of their 	food waste.  It costs two (2) green transfer station tickets for one (1) gallon of food waste.  The cost for 	the Town to dispose of the Tote is $26 monthly.  Starting September 4, 2019, it will not cost customers 	anything to dispose of food waste.  The former Recycling Advisory Committee has a fund that will be 	covering the cost to dispose of food waste.

AMENDED
MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to amend the previous motion for the implementation of a $15
		Punch Card with eight (8) punches to a Punch Card with twelve (12) punches to enable:
		- one (1) 15-gallon bag/container = one (1) punch ($1.25),
		- two (1) 15-gallon bags/containers = two (2) punches ($2.50) and
		- one (1) 30-gallon bag/container = three (3) punches ($3.75)
		Seconded by George McNaughton

	Immediately following this amendment, Town Manager Yennerell, PW Director Strong and Selectboard 	Member MacGillivray commented there wasn’t any logic in the pricing; the math was wrong.
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	PW Director Strong commented he was not on-board with this motion.  He felt the proposed pricing was 	not going to cover the yearly deficit the Town incurs from getting rid of recyclables.  He also 	commented the customer with the 30-gallon bag/container was getting a “surcharge” for having a larger 	bag/container.

	Town Manager Yennerell stated the revenues were going to be to low; the Town will not see an excess 	in revenues.  He didn’t think pricing and policy should be based on one or two individual’s practices at 	the Transfer Station.  He also noted the Town should follow best management practices that are applied 	industry wide.

	George McNaughton commented the proposed costs were not difficult to understand; it was easy.

	Peter MacGillivray also commented that he didn’t agree with the math being proposed.  PW Director 		Strong also voiced his concern this was going to be confusing for the Attendants at the Transfer Station.  	He also commented; this could possibly hold up efficiency.

	Karen Johnston – Resident.  Ms. Johnston pointed out this was cost friendly for seniors on a budget and
	it would be easier for seniors, like her mother, who had to handle the trash bags by herself.

		Vote:  4 Yes, 1 No (Peter MacGillivray)

	Vice-Chair Martone pointed out that although his inside trash container under the sink is a 13 – 15 	gallon 	trash bag; he can easily fit three (3) of these bags in his outside trash container which holds 30 – 	33 gallons.

ORINGINAL MOTION – AMENDED
	
		Peter MacGillivray moved to approve the implementation of a $15 Punch Card with
		Twelve (12) punches to enable:
		- one (1) 15-gallon bag/container = one (1) punch ($1.25),
		- two (1) 15-gallon bags/containers = two (2) punches ($2.50) and
		- one (1) 30-gallon bag/container = three (3) punches ($3.75)
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone
		
	Joe Trombly – Resident.  Mr. Trombly shared that he has been in the trucking business his whole life.  	Everything in the trucking business is figured by weight.  Mr. Trombly also noted he doesn’t believe the 	change in trash disposal will move the traffic along any faster at the Transfer Station.

	PW Director Strong stated that he believed efficiencies could be built into the process.  He also shared 		that all of the other Transfer Stations were using the volume method.  PW Director inquired if Mr. 	Trombly had visited any of the other Transfer Stations.  Mr. Trombly commented that he had not.

	Chair Morris suggested the Selectboard Members might want to visit the other Transfer Stations.

	Chair Morris and Ms. Hingston both commented it was a struggle to get a 30-gallon bag/container in 	their households because they recycle and compost.

	Ms. Hingston thanked the Selectboard for accommodating the people who recycle.  Chair Morris noted 	the Selectboard understood during the June 2019 Selectboard meeting that changes should be made.
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	Josephine Hingston asked for clarification for composting food waste.  Town Manager Yennerell stated 	it was one (1) green transfer station ticket for every four (4) pounds of food waste.  The green transfer 	station tickets would be in use until September 4, 2019 for food waste.  After September 4, 2019 	composting food waste would be FREE.

		Vote:  4 Yes & 1 No (George McNaughton)

	Douglas Johnston – Resident.  Mr. Johnston inquired how the green transfer station tickets were going to 	compare to the punch card system.  Town Manager Yennerell stated that one (1) green transfer station 	ticket was equal to .54 cents.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved that once the $15 Punch Cards with Twelve (12) punches
		were printed and distributed the Town should start selling them immediately.  The
		Town will stop selling the Green Tickets, but they will still be honored at the
		Transfer Station.
		NO SECOND – MOTION FAILED

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to establish a system for the green transfer station tickets
		whereas:
		- three (3) Green Tickets ($1.62) for (1) 15-gallon bag/container = one (1) punch
		- six (6) Green Tickets ($3.42) for (2) 15-gallon bags/containers = two (2) punches and
		- nine (9) Green Tickets ($4.86 for (1) 30-gallon bag/container = (3) punches
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton

	Michael Martin noted there was a problem with the nine (9) green transfer station tickets; it came 	to around $4.90.  Chair Morris commented that is why he wished someone had figured out the math 	before 	the motion was made. 

	Michael Martin stated that he would withdrawal his motion.

	George McNaughton stated that he would not withdraw his second.

	A short discussion occurred between Chair Morris, Vice-Chair Martone and George McNaughton 	about the sale of the green transfer station tickets.  They are still being sold until September 4, 2019 and 	will continued to be honored at the Transfer Station.

	Michael Martin stated that he still wanted to withdrawal his motion and wanted Mr. McNaughton 	to withdrawal his second.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to establish a system for the green transfer station tickets
		whereas:
		- two (2) Green Tickets ($1.08) for (1) 15-gallon bag/container = one (1) punch
		- four (4) Green Tickets ($2.16) for (2) 15-gallon bags/containers = two (2) punches and
		- six  (6) Green Tickets ($3.24) for (1) 30-gallon bag/container = (3) punches

	Mr. McNaughton was agreeable to Mr. Martin’s request, withdrew his second and seconded the new 	motion.

		Seconded by:  George McNaughton.

	Mr. McNaughton noted the motion still needed an amendment.
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AMENDED
MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to stop selling the green transfer station tickets as soon as
		the new $15 Punch Cards with Twelve (12) punches were printed and distributed.  In 			addition, the green transfer station tickets would not be accepted anymore.
		NO SECOND – MOTION FAILED

	A discussion followed between Selectboard Members and the Town Manager.  Town Manager 			Yennerell stating the residents have already been told the green transfer station tickets would 			continue to be sold until September 4, 2019 and be honored until they no longer existed.

	Joe Trombly – Resident.  Mr. Twombly stated that it did not need to be complicated; just give the 	residents credit for their green transfer Station tickets against the purchase of their Punch Cards.

	Michael Martin liked the idea and inquired of Staff if that would be a possibility.  Chair Morris stated 	the hour was getting late and the Selectboard needed to move on.  Again, Michael Martin inquired of 	Staff if that would be a possibility.  Town Manager Yennerell stated that he agreed with the Chair.  The 	Selectboard needed to move on.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

F.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM #4:  Annual Tax Sale Authorization.
	Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, shared that the Delinquent Tax Collector, Barbara Courchesne, is 	working with Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda, to schedule the Tax Sale in late August/early September 	2019.  A motion is requested from the Selectboard.

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, moved to ratify and confirm the engagement of our
		Town Attorneys, Parker & Ankuda, to be compensated for preparing tax sales at the 
		rate of 15% of the uncollected taxes, water & sewer.  I further move that the Town 
		Manager is authorized in his discretion to bid on behalf of the Town of Springfield
		at the upcoming Tax Sale on all properties from which there is not a sufficient
		bid to reimburse the Town for all uncollected taxes, water, sewer, interest penalties, 
		fees and costs in the Town Manager’s discretion.  I further move to authorize the 
		Town Manger to advertise and sell all properties 	now owned by the Town which
		were purchased at previous Tax Sales including the authority to sign the Deed on behalf
		of the Town of Springfield transferring title of such property.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	ITEM #5:  Discuss Charter Revision Process and Timeline.
	Town Manager Yennerell reminded the Selectboard that Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, had stated the 	Town should start thinking about the Town Charter amendment process again due to the next 	Presidential Election in November 2020.  Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, also provided an extensive 	timeline to allow the Town to avoid double ballot printing costs, to avoid two checklists for each district 	and to keep absentee timelines consistent.

	The Selectboard, Town Clerk and Town Manager agreed no action and/or motion was necessary tonight.
	Vice-Chair Martone and Town Clerk Courchesne will be prepared with recommendations for the August 	12, 2019 Selectboard meeting.
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	ITEM #6:  Consider Statutorily Required Conflict of Interest Policy
	Town Manager Yennerell shared that the Town already has a Conflict of Interest Policy within the Town 	Charter.  He shared that he had recently learned of a new State Statute requiring all municipalities to 	have a “Conflict of Interest and Ethical Conduct Policy” by July 1, 2019.  Using related information 	from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT) a proposed Springfield Conflict of Interest and 	Ethical Conduct Policy was taken verbatim from a VLCT model policy.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to approve and adopt the proposed Conflict of Interest and
		Ethical Conduct Policy, effective Monday, July 8, 2019.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone.
		
	Town Manager Yennerell explained the difference between the Town’s current policy within the Town 	Charter and the proposed VLCT policy is the VLCT policy explains what to do in the case of a conflict 	of interest.
	 
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.
		
G.	TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
	Town Manager Yennerell read out loud his July 2019 Monthly Report.
	
	Former Tax Sale Properties Sold:  235 Valley Street and 10 Slack Avenue, two (2) properties that the 	Town acquired through tax sales have been sold to private owners during the last few weeks.  There has 	also been some interest in another property that was acquired through tax sale.  This is an obvious 	indication that the real estate market is rebounding.

	New Library Director on the Job as of July 1st:  An interview panel consisting of the Town Manager, the 	President of the Springfield Town Library Board of Trustees and a representative from the Friends of the 	Springfield Town Library have hired Sue Dowdell as the Library Director.  Ms. Dowdell, most recently 	Library Director in Beacon Falls, CT, also has experience as a Librarian, a School Media Specialist and 	a Classroom Teacher.  She will take over for Amy Howlett, who has retired after three (3) years as 	Library Director in Springfield.

	South Street Sidewalk:  Construction will begin the week of July 8th.

	Comtu Cascade Park:  A revised contract based upon funding availability has been completed.  The 	performance bond approval is expected this week.  Upon its receipt the contract will be executed and 	construction will begin soon thereafter.  The construction company is doing both the park and South 	Street 	sidewalk and the company plans to do the projects simultaneously.

	Finance Department Employee Changes:  There is a new employee, Johanna Fairbanks, in the Finance 	Department who has an extensive accounting background, she is replacing a long-term employee (Jan 	Rogers) who has fully retired after being semi-retired for about 1-1/2 years.

H.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:
	None
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I.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Development Review Board Minutes, April 9, 2019
	2.  Energy Committee Minutes, June 20, 2019
	3.  Library Trustees Minutes, June 11, 2019
	4.  Ordinance Committee Minutes, June 6, 2019
	5.  Greenways, Trailways, Byways and Rural Economy Advisory Committee Minutes, June 27, 2019 
	6.  Springfield Housing Authority Minutes, June 11, 2019

	Chair Morris read out loud the OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies of this 	information may be found on the Town’s website or picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

J.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:
	Maureen Blais – Resident and Owner of the Blais’ Farm Stand, located in North Springfield, stated she 	understood the Town Ordinances regarding signs placed on the median near the Springfield Shopping 	Plaza.  However, she feels this is a special circumstance, she is one-of-a-kind.  Ms. Blais asked the 		Selectboard members for her to be allowed to put her farm stand signs on the median near the 	Springfield Shopping Plaza.

	Chair Morris, stated that the Selectboard did not have that authority.  The Town Ordinances were 	through the Town Planner & Zoning Administrator.  However, the Selectboard was sympathetic to her 	request.

	Previous to the Selectboard Meeting tonight, Selectboard Member MacGillivray had contacted Jim 	Fogg, 	who is involved with the local Farmer’s Market.  Mr. Fogg was able to provide some guidelines 	for Ms. Blais regarding the permanent Farmer’s Market sign near the Springfield Shopping Plaza.  Ms. 	Blais was encouraged to contact Mr. Fogg.

	George McNaughton also encouraged Ms. Blais to reach out to the Trails, Greenways, Byways and 	Rural 	Economy Advisory Committee (TGBREAC).  He noted Josephine Hingston, who is a member, 	was sitting right behind her.  

	Chair Morris also noted Selectboard Member, Michael Martin, was a Liaison to the Planning 	Commission.  	He also noted Ms. Blais was receiving FREE advertising and asked when the famous 	Blais corn was going 	to be ready.  Ms. Blais indicated the corn would not be ready until late August.

K	EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Labor Negotiations & Real Estate.

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, moved for the Selectboard to enter into Executive Session 
		for the purpose of discussing Labor Negotiations & Real Estate where preliminary
		knowledge could place the public body or the persons involved at a substantial
		disadvantage.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	The Regular Selectboard Meeting ended at 9:42 PM.

	The Selectboard came out of Executive Session at 10:00 PM.
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MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, moved to sell the Town-owned vacant lot located at 42 Union 			Street for $8,000 with conditions and deed restrictions.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

L.	ADJOURN:

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adjourn at 10:04 PM.
		Seconded by:  Chair, Kristi Morris.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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