[bookmark: _GoBack]TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING
THURSDAY, JULY 5, 2018 @ 12:00 PM (NOON)


MEETING MINUTES

A.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER, ROLL CALL. AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
	Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Special Selectboard Meeting to order at Noon.  Roll Call was taken and the Pledge 	of Allegiance recited.

	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, Peter MacGillivray, and 	Walter Martone.  Michael Martin arrived at 12:04 PM.

	Town Administration:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne and Finance 	Director, Cathy Sohngen.

	School Board Liaison:  Absent

B.	SET JULY 1, 2018 – JUNE 30, 2019 TAX RATE: 
	Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, stated the purpose of the Special Selectboard Meeting of Thursday, July 	5, 2018 	was to set the July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019 Tax Rate.  Town Manager Yennerell also shared that 	the Town Wide 	Reappraisal numbers were in.  The Grand List was $5,487,076.00 an approximate decrease of $820,000 from last 	year (13% decrease).

	The Town of Springfield was just informed of the School Tax Rate for 2019 Fiscal Year:

				Homestead = $1.7321           Non-Residential = $1.6604
	
	Based upon the new annual budget passed and the most recent grand list, the new Town Tax Rate is 	$1.9260.  The new combined Town and School Tax Rates, including contracts, appropriations, paving, 	Windsor County Tax and Abatements are:  Homestead Tax Rate:  $3.6578 and Non-Residential Tax Rate:  	$3.5861.

	Chair, Kristi Morris, also inquired of the difference between the 2018 and 2019 Fiscal Year.  Finance 	Director, Cathy Sohngen, stated 2018 Homestead Tax Rate was $3.0936 an increase of .5642.

	Michael Martin inquired about the 2018 Tax Rate and total of the previous Grand List.  Finance Director 	Sohngen, stated the 2018 Tax Rate was $3.0936 and the previous Grand List was $6,305,696.
	
	Walter Martone stated that the tax rate increased because the grand list went down due to the town-wide reappraisal.  	The Town and the School are still only asking for the amount of tax dollars needed to cover the budgets passed at 	the Town Meeting.

	A brief discussion took place between the Selectboard Members, the Town Manager, the Finance Director 	and Town residents, Robert Kischko and Richard Andrews.  The following topics were discussed:

	-	How the Town of Springfield compared against other towns in the State for the cost of Taxes.  				Chair Morris noted the Town is probably close to the top of the list for the highest taxes within 
		the State due to a shrinking grand list and the services the Town provides for its residents.
	-	The Town of Hartford is a good town to compare the Town of Springfield to.  However, Hartford
		has more services than Springfield and has a grand list that is two times larger than Springfield’s.
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	-	Town Manager Yennerell noted that generally when someone is purchasing a home or commercial
		property, they do not look at the tax rate; they look at the property tax bill.  The tax rate is a mathe-
		matical 	multiplier and difficult to compare town to town.
	
	
MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to set the Fiscal Year 2019 Tax Rates at Homestead Tax Rate of
		$3.6578 and the Non-Residential Tax Rate of $3.5861.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson

	Walter Martone inquired when these new figures would be used.  Town Manager Yennerell stated the figures will 	be used for the 2019 Fiscal Year, which runs from July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019.  Finance Director Sohngen
	shared the 2019 Tax Bills would be going out soon and the first payment will be due August 15, 2018.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

C.	ADJOURNMENT: 

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to adjourn the Special Selectboard Meeting of Thursday,
		July 5, 2018.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	Meeting closed at 12:30 PM.

Submitted By:


Donna Hall,
Recording Secretary
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