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 Energy Committee Minutes: April 20, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM by Char Osterlund.

Present: Char Osterlund, Dave Yesman, Walter Martone, Melissa MacKenzie, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb (advisor), Mike Knoras, and Jason Rasmussen (guest)

Absent:  Peter MacGilviray, Frank Gould 

1. Additions to the agenda:  no additions
1. Introduction of new members: New members, Steve Osterlund and Melissa MacKenzie were introduced. 
1. Guest Presenter: Jason Rasmussen of the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission (SWPRPC) presented 3 draft maps of Springfield:
2. Wind Resources Map – Prime and Secondary Wind Potential
2. Solar Resources Map – Prime and Secondary Solar Potential
2. Hydro Resources Map – Existing and Potential Hydro Sites
Each map showed Substations, Three Phase Electricity Lines, Transmission Lines, Water Bodies, and Roads.

He also presented and discussed with the committee a draft “Enhanced Energy Plan Outline”. The purpose of the outline was to determine priorities from the committee, so he could begin the process of developing a draft Enhanced Energy Plan for further discussion. The plan will be presented to the state by June as town input requested in the context of Vermont Act 174 (90% of energy from renewable sources by 2050).

Unofficial estimates indicate that currently the town is generating:
a. Wind	.001 Megawatts with potentially 11 Megawatts additional from prime sites.
b. Solar	3.5 Megawatts with potentially 60 Megawatts additional from prime sites.
c. Hydro	1.3 Megawatts with potentially 0.4 Megawatts additional from existing sources.
As an example, if we were to use only solar to meet our commitment, we would need to add 48 Megawatts of new solar capacity by 2050.

Comments during the discussion:
1. Increasing conservation in addition to adding new capacity will count toward our goal.
2. Small wind projects rather than large industrial wind projects might be easier to accomplish.
3. Solar water heating (rather than solar electrical generation) should also count toward our goal.
4. Springfield companies should be encouraged to enter the energy audit field.
5. Fuel could be saved by encouraging local shopping and telecommuting.
6. Better planning in trip routing could save fuel.
7. Fuel used by city vehicles could make better use of biofuel blends.
8. Rooftops of our older factory buildings could be utilized for hidden solar installations.
9. To accomplish our goals, we will need to convince residents that renewable energy installations are not “ugly”. They help the environment and save money. We can accomplish this through public-awareness workshops and outreach to local service clubs.
Next step: 
Jason Rasmussen will write a draft Enhanced Energy Plan to present at our next meeting.


1. Secretary’s Report:  Dave Yesman/Walter Martone moved and seconded that the minutes from January 19, 2017 be accepted as presented. All in favor. Walter Martone/Dave Yesman moved and seconded that the minutes from February 16, 2017 be accepted as presented. All in favor.

1. New Business: Review of the past year was tabled.

Adjournment:  It was moved by Dave Yesman and seconded by Walter Martone to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 p.m. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next meeting: 6:30 Thursday, May 18, 2017 at the Police Station in the Community Room.
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