[bookmark: _GoBack]TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING MONDAY, June 11, 2018 @ 7:00 PM


MEETING MINUTES

A.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Regular Selectboard Meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Roll 		call was taken and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.
	
	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Walter Martone and Michael Martin.
	Peter MacGillivray.  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, was absent.

	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne
	
	No School Board Liaison was present.

B.	MINUTES:
	1. Public Hearing Minutes of May 29, 2018
	2. Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of May 29, 2018 

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to approve the Public Hearing Minutes of May 29, 2018, and the 		Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of May 29, 2018 with the requested corrections.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone. 

	Walter Martone:  Requested the following corrections:  

	Pg. 2, Item #1, 8th Paragraph –
		…redevelopment  or rehabilitation plans exceeding $500,000 will go before the Selectboard.
		(Amended at the 07.09.2018 Selectboard Meeting.)

	Pg. 3, Item 2, should read as follows:
	School Board Liaison present: Ed Carron Caron

	Pg. 6, Item 2, paragraph following the MOTION, should read as follows:
	Ed Carron Caron, School Board Liaison…
	
Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (S. Thompson Absent)

C.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:
	None

D.	CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
	ITEM #1:  Toonerville Trail Permit:  Mainly Marathons

Jesse Rueckert from Mainly Marathons has submitted a Toonerville Trail Permit for their event on Tuesday, June 26, 2018 starting at 5:00 AM and ending at 4:00 PM.  Their marathon consists of twelve 
(12) laps on the Toonerville Trail, 2.19 miles each. They anticipate most runners finishing by 10:00 AM.  The event organizers are planning to arrive on Monday, June 25 by 3:00 PM to set-up for the event, staying in their own self-contained trailers on the site. Mr. Rueckert has provided the $1,000,000 Liability
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Insurance Certificate listing the Town of Springfield as the insured for the day of the event.  He is familiar with the other conditions of use for the Toonerville Trail, as Mainly Marathons has used our venue before. Police and SRDC approvals are in place. 

ITEM #2:  2018-2019 Drain Layer Applications

Jeff Strong has reviewed and approved the list provided to the Selectboard. Town Clerk Courchesne described the applicants as varying only in minor ways from those of years past. Selectman Martin asked whether the Drain Layers needed to pass a test. Town Clerk Courchesne said that no test was required by the Town, only a bond, insurance, and the approval of the Public Works Director. 

ITEM #3:  Dog Warrants

The Town needs Selectboard approval to enforce Springfield’s registration requirements for dogs and wolf-hybrids. Town Clerk Courchesne indicated that the list provided included several persons who have since registered their animals. She had one more name to update on the list prior to signing. 

Patrick Adrian, correspondent for the Eagle Times, inquired as to why the dog license statute distinguishes between dogs and wolf-hybrids. Town Clerk Courchesne was not sure of the basis of the distinction, but commented that the language has been consistent for many years. Chair Morris speculated that the legal definition of a dog may not include “wolf-hybrid.” Town Manager Yennerell recalled a statewide controversy during the 1990s involved that distinction, which was subsequently codified into law. 

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items #1 through Item #3 as 			presented. 
		Seconded by: Walter Martone.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (S. Thompson Absent)

E.	NEW BUSINESS:

	ITEM #4:   Water Main Related Mudslide Repair Fund Appropriation

Town Manager Yennerell described how in 2016-2017 a mudslide occurred adjacent to North Main Street on private property. The slide threatens a 12-inch water main. The terrain is very steep and will likely slide again, in which event the water main would be undermined and threatened with fracture. The failure of this water main would leave approximately one-third of Springfield’s residents without municipal water service. The water main was built in 1968, and carries water from the tank in Hartness Park. A temporary repair would be expensive and time consuming; a permanent repair couldn’t be made until the bank was stabilized. Town Manager Yennerell advised being proactive in resolving the issue now, rather than risking failure. 

The Town attempted to finance the repair with grant money but was unsuccessful. Three restricted accounts were identified as eligible to provide the $150,000 needed for the repair. Most of those funds were appropriated for CSO projects which have since been completed. A design for the repair has been completed, and a bid of $139,000 was received from a contractor qualified to make the repair. 

Selectman Martone asked whether the funds were derived from bonds. Town Manager Yennerell said they were not. Selectman MacGillivray asked whether the property owner had any responsibility. Town Manager Yennerell replied that nothing of value to the property owner was impacted by the slide. The property is owned by the VFW. Two houses at the top of the embankment could be impacted, but those property owners were not capable of contributing to the repair. 
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Selectman MacGillivray pointed out that the temporary benchmarks on the maps provided appeared to be misnumbered. Selectman Morris asked whether the water resulting from the failure of the water main would endanger the house at the bottom of the gully. Town Manager Yennerell thought the brook would handle the overflow, but that event would further jeopardize the stability of the property at the top of the embankment. If approved, work will begin this summer. 
	
MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to authorize the Town Manager to access $125,666 from the Pump 			Station and Roof Drain Fund; $11,602 from the CSO Bond Anticipation Fund; and $12,732 		from the Water/Sewer Access Fee Fund to effect repairs for the project known as the North 		Main Street Mudslide.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (S. Thompson Absent)

F.	TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

Town Manager Yennerell highlighted the change in the town-wide reappraisal notification schedule, from June 1 to June 7. Grievance hearings will begin on June 18 and continue until June 27 or until completed. As many as three grievance hearings can occur at the same time. 

Selectman Martone asked about the impact of the reappraisal on the grand list. Town Manager Yennerell indicated that the grand list had declined approximately 12%. Chair Morris asked about the role of the Board of Civil Authority (BCA). Town Clerk Courchesne replied that the BCA is the next step in the process and would be involved in any appeals of the grievance decisions. Courchesne described the timing of the various steps involved in an appeal. 

Selectman Martone asked how the tax rate would be set given the reappraisal data. Town Manager Yennerell replied that the Town projects the tax rate based upon the existing grand list for Town Meeting, but a reduction in the grand list was anticipated, as was an increase in the tax rate. However, that does not necessarily translate into a tax increase for a give property. When the grievances are complete, the new grand list will be established. The Town would receive the State’s input in July regarding the school tax rate. Then the Selectboard can set the tax rate, and bills would be mailed out in the middle of July so that taxes can be collected by the middle of August. Chair Morris clarified that the grievances & appeals do not stop the tax collection process.  

Chair Morris asked whether the Armory Building now belonged to Springfield. Town Manager Yennerell replied that the Town had permission to use the building, and expected a quit-claim deed from the State Military Department soon. 
		
	Selectman MacGillivray asked about the locations of the buildings for which the Town is seeking 	enforcement of the Vacant Building Ordinance. Town Manager Yennerell described those properties as 	33 Park Street, two buildings on Valley Street, and the Odd Fellows Building on Main Street. 

I.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:
	None
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J.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:

	1.  Airport Commission Minutes – March 22, 2018
	2.  Development Review Board Minutes – May 8, 2018
3.  Energy Committee Minutes – May 17, 2018
4.  Ordinance Subcommittee Minutes – April 10, 2018
5.  Springfield Senior Center Newsletter – June 2018
6   Springfield Trails, Greenways, Byways and Rural Economy Advisory Committee Minutes
	- May 22, 2018

	Chair Morris read the list of OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE, out loud.  He also noted 	that copies of all the meeting minutes and newsletters could be found on the Town’s website or picked 	up at the Town Manager’s Office.

K.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:

	Wes Marshall asked if any of the Selectboard members knew when the new market on Main Street in 	North Springfield was going to open. No members knew the answer.

	Chair Morris called the community’s attention to the activities taking place during Alumni Weekend 	June 15-17. 

L.	ADJOURN: 

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to adjourn the Regular Selectboard Meeting of Monday, 
		June 11, 2018.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (S. Thompson Absent)


	The Selectboard Meeting adjourned at 7:52 PM.

Respectfully submitted,


Brian M. Benoit,
Recording Secretary
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