 MINUTES
PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday May 3, 2017 – 7:00 PM 
96 Main Street, Town Hall, 3rd Floor 

A.	CALL TO ORDER: Walter Clark, Acting Chair, called the public hearing to order at 7:00 PM.
B.	ROLL CALL: Members present were: Walter Clark, Char Osterlund, Chuck Gregory, Walter Wallace, Judith Stern, Mike Knoras, Amanda Rundle, Lori Claffee and Richard Filion.  Nonvoting member present: Walter Martone.  Also present were Bill Kuch and George Mcnaughton.   From River Program of ANR John Broker-Campbell and from the SWCRPC Jason Rasmussen were present to discuss the River Corridor draft regulations and maps.  Bill Kearns Administrative Officer and secretary of the Commission was also present. 
 
Walter Clark, Acting Chair, read the Public hearing Notice, as follows:

Public Hearing Notice:
The Planning Commission proposes edits and amendments to all Chapters, Maps and Appendices of the Town Plan resulting in a new Town Plan. 

Purpose of this public hearing is to receive public input on the proposed amendments to any and all Chapters, maps and Appendices of the Town Plan for the Town of Springfield in accordance with 24 VSA §4384. Copies of the proposed amendments are available at the Town of Springfield office of the Town Clerk, and may be found on the Town of Springfield website: www.Springfieldvt.govoffice2.com under “TOWN PLAN” on the Home Page. You may call the Administrative Officer for further information at Tel. 885 2104. This public hearing may be continued monthly until the amendments are adopted by the Planning Commission and the resulting new Plan recommended to the Board of Selectmen for adoption. 

C.	Administrative Officer:  Testimony on Notice given, followed by discussion among Commissioners.
Walter Clark called on the Administrative Officer, who testified the Public hearing Notice was published in the Springfield Reporter and posted as required by law and the Plan sent to Towns and Commissions and Agencies as required by law. 
There was no discussion among the members. 

D.	Public Comment and Discussion
Walter Clark asked if the members of the public present had any comments or questions.  George McNaughton asked if there were any changes in the text of the Plan or the maps since last time the Plan was discussed.  Bill Kearns stated there was no change in the Plan, though the Report had been edited to a minor degree.  

E. 	Any further comments or discussion among commissioners. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Walter Wallace pointed out a typo, but that had been corrected by the SWCRPC when reformatting the Plan.  The fact is some minor editing to correct typos had been done by the SWCRPC in reformatting the Chapters into a complete Town Plan. The Town plan had been sent to the members, neighboring Towns, RPC and Housing and Community Development as required by law more than 30 days prior to the hearing. Walter Wallace also asked why the Plan called for a Conservation Commission to be formed but not an Historical Commission. Walter Martone answered that it was because we do have an Art and Historical Society, but that it is something that could be looked at in the future.  
There were no further comments

F.	Close Public Hearing:  There being no further comments the Acting Chair closed the public meeting at 7:15PM.

MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – May 3, 2017 – Immediately following Public Hearing
96 Main St. Town Hall, Board of Selectmen Meeting Room

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Acting Chair called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM.

B.	ROLL CALL: Members present were: Walter Clark, Char Osterlund, Chuck Gregory, Walter Wallace, Judith Stern, Mike Knoras, Amanda Rundle, Lori Claffee and Richard Filion.  Nonvoting member present: Walter Martone.  Also present were Bill Kuch and George Mcnaughton.   From River Program of ANR John Broker-Campbell and from the SWCRPC Jason Rasmussen were present to discuss the River Corridor draft regulations and maps.  Bill Kearns Administrative Officer and secretary of the Commission was also present. 

C.	DISCUSSION and ACTION ON: Proposed edits and amendments to all Chapters, Maps and Appendices of the Town Plan resulting in a new Town Plan. 
The Acting Chair asked for discussion, but none was offered.  
MOTION BY Mike Knoras, second Char Osterlund to approve the Town Plan as presented and send it to the Select Board for Public Hearing and recommend the Select Board adopt this Town Plan as prepared by the Planning Commission and to approve the Report and send it with the Town Plan to the Select Board.  There was no discussion.   Acting Chair called for a vote on the motion and it passed unanimously.  

D.	DISCUSSIONs:
· Organizational meeting:  chair and vice chair. 
Lori Claffee nominated Walter Wallace citing his experience on other Boards and leadership abilities. The nomination was seconded by Char Osterlund 
Judith Stern nominated Mike Knoras, second by Richard Filion.
The Commission discussed voting by paper ballot.
MOTION BY Lori Claffee, 2nd by Chuck Gregory to vote for election of the Chair by paper ballot. 
Chair called for a vote and the Motion was unanimously approved. 
The Commissioners then filled out their votes and passed them to the Chair who counted them.  The result of the vote was 5 votes for Walter Wallace and four votes for Mike Knoras. 
Walter Wallace accepted the vote and assumed the position of Chair as Walter Clark stepped down.  
The Chair Wallace, open the election of the Vice Chair and nominated Walter Clark.  Walter Clark declined to run for Vice Chair. Walter Clark nominated Mike Knoras for Vice Chair, 2nd by Chuck Gregory.  There were no further nominations.  
The Chair called for a voice vote. Mike Knoras was unanimously elected to the position of Vice Chair.  
· River Corridor DRAFT Regulations.  
The Chair turned to the discussion of the River corridor regulations. John Broker-Campbell, VT DEC Rivers Program, ANR, was present to help with the discussion, as was Jason Rasmussen. The goal of the evening was to receive an introduction to the regulations and ponder the effects those regulations would have on development in the RC. The Commission viewed the River Corridor (RC) maps: the original maps, the amended maps and as proposed by Bill Kearns, and discussed the effects on uses and development in various location and various projects, for instance: along Clinton St., the Plaza, along River Street, the Toonerville bike path project and its extension to the north, and the redevelopment of J&L site. The width of the RC and the goal of safety from erosion was discussed, as well as the Emergency Relief Assistance Fund (ERAF) participation percentages in receiving assistance in state-wide and Presidentially declared federal disasters, which rewards Municipalities with a smaller share of the cost of recovery depending on the number of flood and erosion protection plans and/or regulations the municipality has adopted.  In the discussion the Commissioners looked at the Chart of uses which are exempted, permitted, need conditional approval or not allowed.  Discussion of State exemption and why (24 VSA 4413). Discussed whether or not Municipal development should be exempt.  Bill Kearns opposed that. 
John Broker- Campbell turned the discussion to safety, financial (ERAF), river channel movement, Black River history, mapping and future refinement of maps, Act 250 exemptions in the future. 
The PC expressed that the members want to review the effects of the RC regulations, if adopted, for each property owner and expressed a hope that owners will take the time to pay attention to the process and partake in it. 
Jason Rasmussen and John Broker-Campbell then led a discussion on the Standards in VII of the RC Regulations. Issues: infill, “village areas”, Bridges and other necessary development for the convenient use of the river, streambank alteration permits. The discussion turned to armoring buildings in developed area versus open fields where armoring not encouraged, or allowed. 
Bill Kearns clarified that the PC needs to understand the regulations and their effects and then decide whether they want the RC regulations in any form at all.  Unlike the NFIP regulations (Flood Regulations), which the Municipality must have in order that residents may have flood insurance, the RC regulations do not have to be adopted, unless erosion safety and potentially a higher share in emergency finances are wanted.
[Lori Claffee left the meeting during part of this discussion.]
MOTION by Mike Knoras, 2nd Amanda Rundle to review, discuss and revisit the RC regulations in the future. Passed unanimously.  
Agenda for next time: it was generally agreed that the agenda would set up a general discussion of the regulations, and in that discussion revisit the River Corridor Regulations in time.  
· Discussion of regulation or other document development process and open meeting law compliance. Tabled MOTION by Chuck Gregory, 2nd by Lori Claffee that the Commission direct the zoning administrator to present an argument to the Secretary of State for approval of collaborative documentation and that we, the members of the Planning Commission, undertake to learn how to use it.
MOTION BY Chuck Gregory, 2nd by Char Osterlund to take the proposal of chuck Gregory off the table. Roll call vote: 
Aye: Walter Wallace, Char Osterlund, Chuck Gregory and Amanda Rundle. (4)
Nay: Richard Filion, Mike Knoras, Walter Clark, and Judith Stern. (4)
Motion did not pass. 
E.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for April 5, 2017. 
MOTION BY Mike Knoras, 2nd Chuck Gregory to approve the minutes as presented, edited and amended.  Motion passed unanimously, Amanda Rundle abstained.  
F.	NEW BUSINESS:   None
G.	OLD BUSINESS:	  None
H.	COMMUNICATIONS:  None
I.	ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn Mike Knoras, Amanda Rundle, and unanimously passed, and meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.
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