TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
PUBLIC HEARING MEETING 
TUESDAY, MAY 29, 2018 @ 6:00 PM



MEETING MINUTES
						
A.	PUBLIC HEARING - SECOND REVIEW & READING FOR PROPOSED ORDINANCES 	2018-2 & 2018-3:

	On Monday, May 14, 2018 the Selectboard held the First Review and Reading of proposed 	Ordinances 2018-2 and 2018-3 and requested public input.  There were minor changes requested.

	Ordinance 2018-2, Division 2.  Health, Sanitation, Nuisances Within School and State Licensed or 	Registered Child Care Program Zones.  In general, Sections 7-150, 7-151, 7-152 and 7-153 to clarify the 	meaning and intent of Chapter 7, Article II Nuisances, Division 7 to apply to certain nuisances within 	school and state licensed or registered child care program zones concerning the protection of the health 	and safety of children and the public and the protection of property within school and state Licensed or 	registered child care program center zones and to provide for enforcement.

	Chair, Kristi Morris read out loud the proposed amendments to Ordinance 2018-2, Division 2.  Health, 	Sanitation, Nuisances Within 	School and State Licensed or Registered Child Care Program Zones.  The 	proposed amendments were also projected on the wall for viewing.  The proposed amendments were:

		1.  The addition of Registered Child Care Programs was added.
		2.  The Town Manager can designate someone to provide written notice of violation.
		3.  Other minor clarifications

	Bill Handly, resident, shared that he had heard that the river is considered an obstacle according to State 	Law, therefore, the 500 ft buffer zone is interrupted.  He also went on to share that the Park Street 	School is not considered an “Official School” now because there are not any students housed at the Park 	Street 	School.  With that stated, the Town’s Maps indicating the Park Street School and State Licensed 	or Registered Child Care Program Zones is not correct.  When asked by the Selectboard Members to 	provide a State Statute or supporting documentation of his information he could not do so.

	Residents Bill Handly, Lori Claffee and Richard Andrews along with the Selectboard Members and 	Town 	Attorney, Stephen Ankuda discussed the viability of Mr. Handly’s information and sources that 	could verify the information.

	Town Attorney Ankuda commented that the concerns expressed by Mr. Handly could affect the map, 	but not the ordinance and recommended that the Selectboard proceed with the approval.

	Selectboard Member, Michael Martin, also noted the purpose of the ordinance covers health and 	sanitation nuisances within School and State Licensed or Registered Child Care Program Zones.  It 	doesn’t matter 	if there is a brook or river to cross, the ordinance is discussing a 500 ft buffer. 
 
	Residents Lori Claffee and Richard Andrews stated they supported the intent of both ordinances.
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	Chair Morris also pointed out that if Ordinance 2018-2 was adopted, the Selectboard has until July 1, 	2018 to provide corrected Town Maps.

	Chair Morris asked for any more comments from the Selectboard Members and the Public.  There were 	not anymore.

	Ordinance 2018-3, Division 8.  Certain Nuisances Caused by Vacant Buildings.  In general, Sections
	7-170, 7-171, 7-172, 7-173, 7-174 and 7-175 to authorize the Town Manager or the Manager’s designee 	to approve redevelopment plans with estimated costs of $500,000.00 or less, and to clarify some existing 	language and to protect the health and safety of the public and the protection of property by requiring the 	securing and maintenance of vacant buildings and to provide for enforcement.

	Chair Morris read out loud the proposed amendments to Ordinance 2018-3, Division 8. Certain 	Nuisances Caused by Vacant Buildings.   The proposed amendments were also projected on the wall for 	viewing.  The proposed amendments were:

		1.  Selectboard replaces Select Board.
		2.  The $100,000 threshold was replaced with $500,000.
		3.  Town Enforcement Officer was replaced with Town Manager’s Designee(s).
		4.  Other minor clarifications.

	Bill Handly, resident, voiced his opinion that the $500,000 amount was to much.  He felt very strongly 	that amount would discourage businesses from coming to the Town of Springfield.

	Richard Andrews, resident, explained the $500,000 amount was just a threshold.

	Michael Martin noted the Ordinance Committee realized that the $100,000 threshold amount should be 	replaced with the $500,000 amount otherwise the Selectboard would be overwhelmed with the 	redevelopment plans of single family homes coming before them.  The replacement amount of $500,000 	will mostly extend to commercial properties; redevelopment plans exceeding $500,000 will go before 	the Selectboard greater than $500,000 will go before the Selectboard. (Amended at the 07.09.2018 	Selectboard Meeting.)

	Once the $500,000 amount was explained to Mr. Handly, he questioned if the $500,000 amount was to 	low.  A short discussion took place if the amount should change, but it was decided to “use the 	ordinance first” make an amendment later if necessary.

	Chair Morris asked for comments from the Selectboard Members.  Peter MacGillivray, who was on the 	telephone, stated he was in agreement with the proposed amendments and was ready to move forward.

	Chair Morris asked for comments from the Public.  There were not any further comments.

	Chair Morris closed the Public Hearing at 6:53 PM.
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TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, MAY 29, 2018 @ 6:00 PM

Immediately Following the Public Hearing



MEETING MINUTES

B.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Regular Selectboard Meeting to order at 6:55 PM.  Roll 		call was taken and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.
	
	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Walter Martone and Michael Martin.
	Peter MacGillivray was on the phone.  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, was absent

	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, 	Finance Director, Cathy Sohngen, Public Works Director, Jeffery Strong and Town Attorney, Stephen 	Ankuda
	
	School Board Liaison Present:  Ed Caron  

C.	MINUTES:
	1.  Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of May 14, 2018 

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to approve the Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of May 14,
		2018 with the requested corrections.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.

	Walter Martone:  Requested the following corrections.  Pg 2., Item #1, 3rd Paragraph –
	There were also two minor wording changes noted when Chair Morris was reading the proposed 	amendments.
	1.  Section 7-151 Prohibition.  1st Sentence should read:  No owner or occupant of land within a
	School or State Licensed or Registered Child Care Program Zone with Springfield shall cause, allow or
	suffer and any structure within said zone to become Blighted or Dilapidated and/or Ill-maintained or
	Ill-repaired.

	Pg 2., MOTION, should read as follows:
	1.  Section 7-151 Prohibition.  1st Sentence should read:  No owner or occupant of land within a
	School or State Licensed or Registered Child Care Program Zone with Springfield shall cause, allow or
	suffer and any structure within said zone to become Blighted or Dilapidated and/or Ill-maintained or
	Ill-repaired.

	Pg 3, 2nd MOTION, should read as follows:
	Michael Martine Martin moved to change the functional classification of Routes 10 and 106 down from
	a minor arterial to a major collector, and Route 11 up from a major collector to a minor arterial in 	accordance with the Regional Planning Commission staff recommendations.


__________________________________________________________________________________________
Regular Selectboard Meeting, May 29, 2018			Minutes Are Approved				                   Page 3.
					    (Amended at the 07.09.2018 Selectboard Meeting)
	Chair, Kristi Morris:  Requested the following correction.  Pg 7, Item G, should read as follows:
	Chair Morris read the list of OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE out loud.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (P. MacGillivray on Phone & S. Thompson Absent)

D.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:
	None

E.	ORDINANCE APPROVAL:
	ITEM #1:  Approve Ordinances 2018-2 & 2018-3
	The Public Hearing for Ordinances 2018-2 & 2018-3 was held prior to the Regular Selectboard Meeting.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to approve Ordinance 2018-2 Division 7. Health, Sanitation,
		Nuisances Within School and State Licensed or Registered Child Care Program Zones
		and Ordinance 2018-3 Division 8. Certain Nuisances Caused by Vacant Buildings as
		presented.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.

	Walter Martone noted the Selectboard will attempt to research the information Mr. Handly presented 	at the Public Hearing Meeting earlier this evening regarding brooks/rivers affecting the buffer zone and 	the information regarding the Park Street School.  Selectboard Member Martone also noted the 	information will not affect the ordinance, but corrections to the Town’s Map may be necessary.
	
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (P. MacGillivray on Phone & S. Thompson Absent)
		
F.	DEPARTMENT BUDGET REVIEW:
	ITEM #2:  2018 – 2019 Water/Wastewater Budget Review & Approval
	Town Manager Yennerell reminded everyone that it was time for the annual review and adoption of the 	2019 Water and Wastewater Budget.  He shared the new rates for Water & Wastewater:

		18/19 Water = $4.64 per 100 Cubic Feet and
		18/19 Wastewater = $6.91 per 100 Cubic Feet

	He acknowledged this was a 4.9% increase from last year.  The main reasons for the increases are new 	bond payments, labor cost increases, new equipment contributions, insurance increases, water main 	updates and a Water & Wastewater Superintendent replacement.

	The Superintendent’s position was not filled after the retirement of the Public Works Director in 2012.  	The Water & Wastewater Superintendent at that time, Jeffery Strong, who was promoted to the Public 	Works 	Director and the Superintendent’s position was never filled.  The Staff recommends replacement 	of that 	position.  The Public Works Department, the Town’s largest department, is the only multi-person 	Town 	department that does not have a “second person in charge.”  It is a best management practice to 	have such a person on staff and for that person to also potentially be part of the succession planning 	process.

	Town Manager Yennerell also noted Public Works Director, Jeffery Strong and Finance Director, 	Cathy Sohngen were in attendance to present the budget.  Public Works Director Strong thanked the two 	(2) Chief Operators, Office Manager and Finance Director for all their time and efforts spent preparing 	the Water & Wastewater Budget.  Public Works Director Strong also noted with the exceptions of 	increases noted by Town Manager Yennerell the Water & Wastewater Budget was pretty flat.
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	Finance Director Sohngen and Public Works Director Strong also noted again this year there was 	$20,000 	proposed in the new budget to cover costs of anticipated bond payments.  This is the second 	year they have 	set the funds aside; this will also help ease the “spike” increases to the budget.

	A short discussion pursued regarding the Superintendent replacement.  Chair Morris questioned if the 	position 	would be filled with an employee from within the Water & Wastewater Department.  Both Public Works 	Director Strong and Town Manager Yennerell indicated that might be a possibility but would be more than 	likely be filled from the outside.  They felt the position would be filled by someone coming from another 	municipality.  Chair Morris pointed out the Town had saved approximately $400,000 over the last four (4) years 	by not filling the position.  Selectboard Member Martin also noted the Town would be doing a disservice to the 	Town’s residents by not filling the Superintendent position.   The Town must be aware of the succession planning 	process and ensure the proper training has been 	provided to our employees as the older employees retire.

	Selectboard Member Martin felt a 4.9% increase was reasonable; when it also covered the cost of filling 	the 	open position of Superintendent.

	Selectboard Member Martone made a few inquiries about particular areas of the proposed budget.  Either 	Public 	Works Director Strong or Finance Director Sohngen fielded the inquiry.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to adopt the rates of $4.64 per 100 Cubic Feet for Water and $6.91
		per 100 Cubic Feet for Wastewater.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (P. MacGillivray on Phone & S. Thompson Absent)
		
G.	CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
	ITEM #3:  Toonerville Trail Permit:  Out of the Darkness Walk – Suicide Prevention and Awareness
	
MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve the Toonerville Trail Permit for Saturday, 
		September 22, 2018 starting at 10:00 AM and ending at 2:00 PM, for an event entitled,
		“Out of the Darkness Walk to Prevent Suicide”.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (P. MacGillivray on Phone & S. Thompson Absent)

H.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM #4:   Taxi License Renewal
	Town Manager Yennerell turned the floor over to Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne.  Town Clerk 	Courchesne noted this was the time for the Selectboard to perform the annual renewal of the Taxi Cab 	Licenses and Taxi Cab Driver’s Licenses.  The Town of Springfield only has one licensed taxi, which is 	Days 	In Town Taxi.  The Taxi Cab Licenses Application contains the following documentation:
· Inspection for each vehicle signed by a Police Officer
· Certificate of Insurance
· $1,000 Bond
· 2018/2019 Taxi Cab License for each vehicle, which will be signed by the Selectboard Members.

	The Taxi Driver’s License Application for each driver, consists of the following documentation:
· Photocopy of each driver’s license will be on file with the Town Clerk
· Passport photo of each driver will be on file with the Town Clerk
· Doctor’s recommendation for each driver will be on file with the Town Clerk
· Taxi Cab Rates will be on file with the Town Clerk
· 2018/2019 Taxi Driver License for each driver, which will be signed by the Selectboard Members.
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MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve the 2018/2019 Taxi Cab License for four (4) Vehicles
		and two (2) Taxi Cab Driver’s Licenses for Days In Town Taxi as presented in the
		provided documentation.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.

	Chair Morris noted Kim Rhodes, owner of Days In Town Taxi, was present and inquired if he had 	anything to add to the discussion.  Mr. Rhodes thanked the Selectboard for the opportunity to provide 	his Taxi Services to the residents of Springfield.  In addition, Mr. Rhodes commented that his business 	was taking a hit and he had heard from sources that there were other people in Town providing Taxi 	services that were not licensed.  He also inquired how the Current Transportation and The Bus operated 	their business 	in Town.  No one knew about the operations of the busses within Town.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (P. MacGillivray on Phone & S. Thompson Absent)

	ITEM #5:   Special Appropriation Policy
	As requested by the Selectboard a proposed 2019 Special Appropriation Policy for organizations and 	agencies that are not defined as a social service agency under 24 V.S.A. §2691 was written.  Town Clerk 	Courchesne used the same structure for the proposed policy as used in prior years; allowing both groups 	to receive the 	same core information and in the same language, which should aid in the management of 	each of the policy requirements for all the agencies prior to town meeting.  She also noted the Town’s 	Attorney had 	reviewed the proposed policy.  The specific language that is unique to this policy has 	been highlighted in 	the Selectboard Packets and projected on the wall. 

	Selectboard Member Martone recused himself from any discussion or voting regarding this topic, as he 	is a member of the Springfield Historical Society.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to adopt the 2019 Special Appropriation Policy for organizations
		and agencies that are not defined as a social service agency under 24 V.S.A. §2691.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.

	Ed Caron, School Board Liaison, Rosanne Putnam, Springfield Historical Society, and Barbara Rogers, 	Springfield Band asked for clarification pertaining to the proposed policy.  Selectboard Member Martin 	and Town Clerk Courchesne fielded the questions.

	Rosanne Putnam, Springfield Historical Society and Barbara Rogers, Springfield Band, thanked the 	Selectboard Members and Town Clerk Courchesne.

		Vote:  3 Yes, passed unanimously
		(P. MacGillivray on Phone, S. Thompson Absent & W. Martone Abstain)

I.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:
	None

J.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Energy Committee Minutes – April 19, 2018
	2.  Library Board of Trustees Minutes – May 8, 2018
	3.  Parks & Recreation – 2018 Summer Camps
	4.  Planning Commission Minutes – May 2, 2018 & May 8, 2018
	5.  Springfield Housing Authority Minutes – May 8, 2018 (Two Separate Meetings)

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Regular Selectboard Meeting, May 29, 2018			Minutes Are Approved				                   Page 6.
					       (Amended at the 07.09.2018 Selectboard Meeting)

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Chair Morris read the list of OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE, out loud.  He also noted 	that copies of all the meeting minutes and newsletters could be found on the Town’s website or picked 	up at the Town Manager’s Office.

K.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:
	None

L.	ADJOURN: 

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to adjourn the Regular Selectboard Meeting of Tuesday, 
		May 29, 2019.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin
		Vote:  3 Yes, passed unanimously (P. MacGillivray off Phone & S. Thompson Absent)

	The Selectboard Meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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