MINUTES
PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday March 1, 2017 – 7:00 PM 

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair opened the public hearing at 7:00 PM
B.	ROLL CALL: Members present: Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Mike Knoras, Chair Wilbur Horton, Chuck Gregory, Lori Claffee, Amanda Rundle, Tom Hall and Judith Stern. 
	Also present. George McNaughton nonvoting member, Char Osterlund, Walter Wallace, Randy Gray, and Zoning Administrator and Secretary Bill Kearns.

The chair opened the public hearing by reading the Public Hearing Notice:

The Town of Springfield Vermont Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on. March 1, 2017 at 7:00 PM at 96 Main St., 3rd Floor, Town Hall, Springfield, VT. 

The Planning Commission proposes edits and amendments to Chapter 12 Flood Resilience of the Town Plan.

Purpose of this public hearing is to receive public input on the proposed amendments to this Chapter of the Town Plan for the Town of Springfield in accordance with 24 VSA §4384. Copies of the proposed amendments are available at the Town of Springfield office of the Town Clerk, and may be found on the Town of Springfield website: www.Springfieldvt.govoffice2.com under “TOWN PLAN” on the Home Page. You may call the Administrative Officer for further information at Tel. 885 2104. This public hearing may be continued monthly until the amendments are adopted by the Planning Commission and recommended to the Board of Selectmen for adoption. 

C.	Administrative Officer:  Testimony on Notice given, followed by discussion among Commissioners.
	The Administrative Officer testified that notice was published in the Springfield Reporter and posted and in 2 places in the town Hall, at the town library, and Andrew at the post office in North Springfield.
	Walter Clark had questions concerning various portions of the chapter. Those were all reviewed with him he was satisfied with their meanings and his understanding of them. There was no further discussion among the Commissioners.
	On page 2 in the middle the last paragraph of “Past Implementation Efforts” Bill Kearns had edited the text so that the point was approximately the same grammatical manner.
	As the Members of the Planning Commission As Clearly Review This Chapter at Its Last Meeting, as 1 of the members commented, there were no further, by the members.
D.	Public Comment and Discussion
	The Chair inquired if there were any comments from the public and there were none. 
E. 	Any further comments or discussion among commissioners. 
	There was nothing further.
F.	Close Public Hearing 
MOTION by Michael Knoras, 2nd Richard Filion to close the hearing at 7:22 PM. Motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES 
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – March 1, 2017 – Immediately following Public Hearing

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The chair called the meeting to order at 7:22 PM.

B.	ROLL CALL: Members present: Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Mike Knoras, Chair Wilbur Horton, Chuck Gregory, Lori Claffee, Amanda Rundle, Tom Hall and Judith Stern. 
	Also present. George McNaughton nonvoting member, Char Osterlund, Walter Wallace, Randy Gray, and Zoning Administrator and Secretary Bill Kearns.

C.	DISCUSSION and ACTION ON: Proposed Amendments to Chapter 12 of the Springfield Town Plan. 
The Chair turned the attention of the meeting to a discussion and action on the proposed amendments to Chapter 12. There was no further discussion.
MOTION by Lori Claffee, 2nd Mike Knoras to approve Chapter 12 as reviewed and amended. Motion passed unanimously.
MOTION by Walter Clark, 2nd Michael Knoras to approve all the chapters of the town plan, as previously approved, including maps and appendices, and schedule a public hearing on the entire town plan along with the required report, which Bill Kearns will finalize, for Public Hearing on May 3, 2017 at 7 PM, here in the town hall. Motion passed unanimously.
	Bill Kearns stated that he would send all the chapters and all the materials included in the Town Plan to the SWCRPC to be properly formatted and put into one document. When that was done he would complete the report that is required by law. When all that was done he would send the report and the proposed town plan to all the neighboring towns and do the SWCRPC, and to the Agency of Housing and Community Development, all as required by law. He would notice to the public hearing and Springfield Reporter and make the town plan available on the website and have copies in the clerk's vault.

D.	DISCUSSIONs:
· Organizational meeting:  chair, vice chair, and clerk/secretary. 
The chair turned the attention of the commission to reorganization, that is, the election of a chair and vice chair for the ensuing year. A long discussion ensued with arguments for waiting until the newly created vacancies were filled, as opposed to organizing the meeting with those members present tonight. After long discussion it was
MOVED by Lori Claffee, 2nd by Amanda Rundle to hold off electing officers until we have others on the board.
There was discussion board against the motion, and when it was voted upon it came to a 4/4 tie with the Chair abstaining. After further discussion the Chair sided with the ayes making the vote 5 to 4, and setting the organizational meeting for the planning commission on the agenda for the meeting on April 5, 2017.
· Flood Regulation amendments. Bill Kearns stated that he will review the models and come up with what he believes are the best regulations for the Town of Springfield for both the Flood areas (SFHA) and the River Corridor, and present those April. In the meantime he will send the models, on which he will be working to the members of the commission. The intent is to decide on what the Commission would like for regulations, and then over a period of time and before adoption of those regulations study the maps to be sure that everyone understands the consequences of adopting or not adopting those regulations. The public will be invited to those discussions and hopefully will participate in them. This work will be done along with the amendments to all of the zoning regulations, as has been planned for the commission work for next year.
· Report required for Town Plan impacts.  This had been handled above; the administrative officer will prepare this report for discussion along with the final of the Town.
· Report on progress of Town Plan and schedule. As stated above, this will conclude the preliminary work of the Commission and the Commission’s public hearings on the plan will be set for May3, 2017. 
· Discussion of PC role and commitment required, etc. for members of Commission with those interested in becoming members of the Commission. Those who have expressed interest: Nathan Wardell, Stacy Stillson, Char Osterlund, Randy A Gray, and Walter Wallace. There may be others.  [Two positions will be open in March, for April meeting, Wilbur Horton and Tom Hall will not be continuing on the Commission.  We thank them for their dedicated work for Springfield. ]  
The persons who were present were Char Osterlund, Walter Wallace, and Randy Gray. Each of them talked about their interest in the work of the planning commission, and their desire to be on the Planning Commission. Walter Clark asked each of them to talk about whether or not they are their own person.
The Chair thanked them for being at the meeting and expressed interest in the Commission.

E.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for February 1, 2017. 
MOTION Chuck Gregory moved, 2nd by Walter Clark to approve the minutes as submitted.
	The motion passed unanimously.


F.	NEW BUSINESS:   None

G.	OLD BUSINESS:	None
  
H.	COMMUNICATIONS:  Lori Claffee, joined by the chair and all the members of the Commission, thanked Tom Hall, Wilbur Horton, and George McNaughton for their service to the planning commission for their many years. Walter Clark expressed his appreciation and especially to Wilbur Horton for his many, many years of service and rued the loss of his expertise. All the commissioners joined in the thanks and appreciation. 

I.	ADJOURNMENT: Walter Clark moved, 2nd by Richard Filion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 PM.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The motion passed unanimously.
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