TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING 
MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2019 @ 7:00 PM

Immediately Following the Public Hearing


MINUTES

A.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 7:55 PM.  The Pledge of 	Allegiance was recited and roll call taken.

	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, Peter MacGillivray, 	Michael Martin and George McNaughton.

	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell and Town Planner/Zoning 	Administrator, Renee Vondle.

	School Board Liaison:  Absent

B.	MINUTES:
	1.  Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of March 11, 2019
	2.  Joint Meeting Minutes PC/Selectboard/SWCRPC Minutes of March 13, 2019

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes
		of March 11, 2019 and Joint Meeting Minutes Planning Commission, Selectboard and
		the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of
		March 13, 2019 with the requested changes and/or corrections.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin

		Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of March 11, 2019:
		M. Martin requested the following:
		- Pg. 1, Under Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, Middle of the page
		  Pg. 2, Last Motion, 2 Second Sentence should read as follows –
		- Pg. 1, Second Motion should read as follows –
		  Peter MacGillivray moved to approve the Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of February
		  25, 2019 with the following corrections and additions. 

		Joint Meeting Minutes PC/Selectboard/SWCRPC of March 13, 2019:
		Walter Martone requested the following:
		- Questioned the correct spelling of Qayuum Johnson’s name.  Mr. Johnson’s name was
		  spelled incorrectly; should be Qayyum Johnson.
		- Pg. 7, 6th Paragraph, Last Sentence
		  He noted the rules change on change July 1, 2019.
		Peter MacGillivray requested the following:
		- Pg. 2, 4th Paragraph, Last Sentence
		  He encouraged the boards and community to not be overly focused on a particular location
		  or layout as they his company has not had one project yet that has not been adjusted during
		  the process.
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		Michael Martin requested the following:
		- Pg. 6, 4th Paragraph, First Sentence
		  Mike Martin asked is if other communities have given their permission conditionally.
		- Pg. 7, 4th Paragraph, First Sentence
		  Kristi Morris stated that he is curious bout about the preferred siting letter and what the joint 			  board can put into it so we do not feel excluded. 
		- Pg. 8, Last Motion
		  Mike Martin moved to adjourn at the meeting. 

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

C.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:
	Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, stated there were no requested additions to the agenda.  Unfortunately, 	Erin Cochrane and Kim Porter from SaVida Health had to cancel their presentation tonight due to 	sickness. George McNaughton questioned Town Manager Yennerell if the previously discussed 	“Enhanced Energy Plan” should be listed as part of Item #1.  Town Manager Yennerell commented that 	was an 	oversight and the “Enhanced Energy Plan” should be listed as part of Item #1.  There were no 	objections to include the “Enhanced Energy Plan” as part of Item #1.

D.	ITEM #1:  New Zoning Bylaws and Enhanced Energy Plan

	Town Manager Yennerell explained the Selectboard did not have to hold a second hearing according 	Vermont Statutes.

	Chair Morris also explained the process now the public hearing was done.  The Selectboard needed to 	decide if their requested changes were insignificant or significant.  If the changes were insignificant the 	changes could be corrected and a notice would be posted to the public for so many days allowing for the 	new proposed zoning bylaws to be contested.  If no one contested the zoning bylaws, they would 	become effective after the number of days stated in the notice.  If the changes were significant the 	Selectboard would need to send the Zoning Bylaws and/or Enhanced Energy Plan back to the Planning 	Commission for changes and/or corrections.

	Town Manager Yennerell referred to the earlier Public Hearing and First Review of the proposed 	Zoning Bylaws.  He commented there are three (3) concerns with the proposed zoning bylaws.

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, referred the new zoning bylaws back to the Planning 				Commission to consider the input from the Public Hearing and to provide appropriate 			recommendations to the Selectboard.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray

	Vice-Chair Martone requested when the Planning Commission finished their changes with the proposed 	zoning bylaws, the changes be clearly identified so review would be easier.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to return the Enhanced Energy Plan to the Planning
		Commission for further consideration of issues discussed at the Public Hearing.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin
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	Michael Martin shared during the Public Hearing, he had referred to existing Town Plan criteria for 	siting 	of solar arrays, which is fairly significant as George McNaughton stated earlier.  The Town Plan 	represents hopes and goals of our Town and the direction of future planning.  The proposed Enhanced 	Energy Plan is missing this particular criteria.  This particular topic of the Enhanced Energy Plan should 	not be open ended.  There needs to be regulations.  We talked about the aesthetics, environmental impact 	and protection for the public.  There is no protection for the public.  The Town needs to have an 	Enhance Energy Plan as part of the Town Plan or the Town does not have a substantial deference with 	the Public Utilities Commission (PUC).  This will be the criteria (or document) the Selectboard would 	use to decide if a proposed solar array would be a preferred site or not.  In the previous Town Plan, the 	energy chapter had the criteria for siting of solar arrays, this information was left out of the proposed 	Enhanced Energy Plan.

	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, shared he was on the Energy Committee when the work started with
	the Energy Plan.  He noted the State was very specific what the plan could include.

	George McNaughton commented that Mr. Martin had pretty much stated everything he would have.  	However, he noted it sounds like he is adversarial against solar but he really is not.  George 	McNaughton 	said he couldn’t emphasis enough how important local criteria is.  He has represented 	cases regarding Act 250, if you don’t have criteria as to your position the PUC will just ignore your 	plan.  It makes sense to set criteria that guides and provides structure for the proposed site.

	Char Osterlund, Energy Committee Chair and Planning Commission Member, stated that she 	disagreed with a lot of what had been said in terms of criteria.  The Energy Committee does have some 	criteria in there, perhaps the Energy Committee can take another look at it.  Chair Osterlund went on to 	share the Energy Committee is trying to promote renewable energy.  There are also other chapters in the 	Town Plan that promote renewable energy, Economic Development, Chapter 10.  The whole thing with 	renewable energy is to innovate and change with the time; that needs to be foremost in our planning.  	In terms of Hydro, the Energy Committee is neutral, we are not discouraging it, but for us as a Town, we 	are promoting the river as a resource of scenic beauty.  The Energy Committee is not promoting Hydro, 	maybe we can recognize it in the data table.  Chair Osterlund feels Hydro is pretty much a thing of the 	past; that is not innovative.   Hydro dams destroy the ecology of the river.  Chair Osterlund stated that 	she has trouble with these things, but if the Selectboard gives the Energy Committee direction we can try 	to recognize it with something that meets halfway.

	Chair Morris stated that Chair Osterlund will have the assistance of the Planning Commission while 	making the requested changes.  

	Chair Osterlund wanted to know if the Selectboard would be very specific with the requested changes.  	Would she be making the changes from the Public Hearing only or the Selectboard Meeting too.

	Chair Morris stated that hopefully the Public Hearing and the Selectboard Meeting, as well, will provide 	information.

	Chair Morris reminded Chair Osterlund that individual opinions don’t generally move legislation, it is 	usually done by the majority. 

		Vote:  4 Yes, 1 No (Vice-Chair, Walter Martone)

E.	PRESENTATION:  SaVida Health
	CANCELLED
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F.	CONSENT AGENDA ITEM(S):
	ITEM #2:  Resignation(s) / Appointment(s) to the Various Boards, Committees and Commissions
	Town Manager Yennerell read through the list of resignations(s) and appointment(s).

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone moved to accept the resignation of George T. McNaughton 			from the Springfield Trails, Greenways, Byways and Rural Economy Advisory Committee
		after April 30, 2019 and the appointment of Jeffrey Perkins to a full five (5) term on the 
		Board of Directors for the Springfield Housing Authority.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

G.	NEW BUSINESS:

	LOCAL LIQUOR CONTROL OPENED AT 8:33 PM.

	ITEM #3: (9) Renewal Liquor Licenses for Approval.
	Chair Morris read through the list of (9) Liquor Licenses for renewal.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the following (8) Liquor Licenses for renewal.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone.

		(3) Renewal First Class Licenses:
		Minimax Four Houses, LLC		d/b/a		Hartness House Inn
		Rusted Roof, LLC				d/b/a		Copper Fox, The
		Riverside Restaurant, Inc.			d/b/a		Riverside Restaurant, Inc.
		
		(3) Renewal of Second-Class Licenses:
		K-B Ventures, Inc.				d/b/a		K-B Ventures, Inc.
		Quality Deli LLC				d/b/a		Route 106 N Market & Deli (CKA)
		Vermont Beer Shapers, LTD		d/b/a		Trout River Brewing Co. (2nd)

		(2) Renewal of Outside Consumption Permits:
		Vermont Beer Shapers, LTD		d/b/a		Trout River Brewing Co. (4th)
		Minimax Four Houses, LLC		d/b/a		Hartness House Inn

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously 


MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to approve the following Liquor License for renewal.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.

		(1) Renewal First Class Licenses:
		Springfield Village Pizza, Inc.		d/b/a		Springfield Village Pizza, Inc.

		Vote:  4 Yes, 1 Abstain (George McNaughton)

	LOCAL LIQUOR CONTROL CLOSED AT 8:45 PM.
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	ITEM #4:  Appointment of Lister.
	Town Manager Yennerell shared that David E. Coleman has come forward and would like to be 	considered for the vacant Lister’s position.  He also noted that if appointed, Mr. Coleman would have to 	be elected to the position for another term.  The Staff recommends the appointment of Mr. Coleman.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to appoint David E. Coleman to fill the vacant position of
		Lister until Town Meeting March 2020.  If Mr. Coleman would like to continue serving
		as a Lister, he would have to be elected to the position next year.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM #5:  Appointment of Ordinance Committee Member.
	Town Manager Yennerell reminded everyone that the Ordinance Committee is made up of two (2) 	Selectboard Member.  Stephanie Thompson was a member of the committee.  Ms. Thompson was not 	re-elected to the Selectboard, therefore, another member of the Selectboard needs to be appointed to the 	Ordinance Committee.

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to appoint Michael Martin to serve on the Ordinance
		Committee.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM #6:  Temporary Grand List Task Group.
	Town Manager Yennerell requested that George McNaughton reminded everyone about his proposed 	Temporary Grand List Task Group.  Mr. McNaughton explained his idea to everyone.  Members of the 	Task Group would be:

		(1) Selectboard Member, George McNaughton
		(1) Real Estate Agent
		(1) Member of the Lister’s Office
		(1) Member from a Neighborhood Association

	Town Manager Yennerell pointed out the following; the proposal suggests that a Lister be a member of 	the Temporary Grand List Task Group (TGLTG).  Recently, the Lister’s position was reformatted and 	the Listers now only do the statutory requirements and they receive an annual stipend of $500.00 instead 	of being paid an hourly rate of pay as before.  This does not mean a Lister cannot participate, but there is 	no budget to pay them for participating.

	Town Manager Yennerell also shared if the Assessor’s assistance was going to be needed by the 	TGLTG, work will need to scheduled well in advance for her participation and her participation will 	have to be very limited.  Currently, the Assessor is dealing with a catastrophic computer failure that 	impacted the grand list and will not be available until that issue is resolved.  In addition, this is the 	busiest time of the year in the assessor’s office because the office is preparing to complete the new 	Grand List for this year and of all the work needed to print the Tax Bills in July.  Therefore, the 	Assessor’s availability from now until early July is very limited.

	George McNaughton understood and suggested starting the TGLTG in late July and finishing in 	November.
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MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, moved to create a Temporary Grand List Task Group
		and appoint George McNaughton as the Selectboard Member, a Member from the
		Lister’s Office, a Real Estate Agent and a Member from the Neighborhood Association.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton

	Chair Morris mentioned the “goals” of the TGLTG might be going beyond the Member’s reach; that 	was really in realm of the Selectboard.

	George McNaughton stated, just look at it as a foundation for the Selectboard or maybe it will be a bad 	idea.

	Michael Martin thought this was a good idea; gather the data and see what happens.

	Richard Andrews, Resident, thought the idea of a TGLTG was a good idea.  He didn’t see a significant 	downside.  It might take some time from the Staff, but if it is not managed 	well, the Town Manager 	would be sure to find a way to make it known.

	Peter MacGillivray shared the TGLTG would not have any authority; he was not concerned with the 	goals listed.

	Chair Morris stated that there was no guarantee that the Selectboard would or be able to act on any of 	the findings of the TGLTG.  There were multiple considerations, such as funding, staffing, etc.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

H.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Selectboard Members did not have any requested future agenda items.  Michael Martin figured 	some of the residents still left in the audience probably wanted to know about the preferred siting for the 	proposed solar array at 903 French Meadow Road.  Chair Morris shared he had heard from Martha 	Staskus of Norwich Solar Technologies today.  Ms. Staskus informed Chair Morris that Norwich Solar 	Technologies had submitted their application to the Public Utilities Board today in order 	to meet the 45 	Day Minimum Requirement noted that the preferred siting request was in process.	 

I.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Airport Commission Minutes, February 28, 2019
	2.  Ordinance Committee Minutes, February 12, 2019
	3.  Parks & Recreation Spring Program Guide 2019
	4.  Springfield Housing Authority Minutes, February 12, 2019
	5.  Springfield On The Move Minutes, January 17th and February 21st, 2019

	Chair Morris read out loud the OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies of this 	information may be found on the Town’s Website or picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

J.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:
	Freda Kischko, Resident, requested a clarification as to the way the “Preferred Site Letters” were 	submitted.

	Chair Morris explained the process used for Norwich Solar Technologies to be able to build a solar array 	at 903 French Meadow Road.  All three entities; the Selectboard, the Planning Commission and the 	Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission would need to provide a jointly signed letter
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 	stating the proposed building site qualified as a “Preferred Site”.  Town Manager Yennerell also 	stated 	that other entities or individuals could send letters to the PUC; their letters would not matter as they are 	not a legal party.

	Weston Marshall, Resident, inquired if Norwich Solar Technologies purchased the land.  Michael 	Martin indicated in this case, Norwich Solar Technologies was leasing the property from Mrs. Martin.
	The Town has nothing to do with the leasing; this is between Norwich Solar Technologies and Mrs. 	Martin.

	A short discussion pursued between Richard Andrews, Resident, Town Manager Yennerell and George 	McNaughton as to how the taxes would be figured for solar arrays.

	Chair Morris thanked everyone for attending the meetings this evening.

K.	EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Real Estate

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, moved for the Selectboard to enter into an Executive
		Session for the purpose of discussing Real Estate where preliminary knowledge could
		place the public body or the persons involved at a substantial disadvantage.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously  

	The Regular Selectboard Meeting ended at 9:26 PM.

L.	ADJOURN:

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adjourn. 
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously
  
Executive Session ended at 10:10 PM.  There was no further action taken.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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