


MINUTES
PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday February 1, 2017 – 7:00 PM 

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the Hearing to order at 7:00 PM.
B.	ROLL CALL: Chair Wilbur Horton, Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Tom Hall, Lori Claffee, Chuck Gregory and Judith Stern.  Nonvoting members: George McNaughton and Walter Martone.
	Others present: Char Osterlund, Kelly Stettner, John Broker – Campbell (ANR Rivers Program), Jason Rasmussen (SWCRPC) and Bill Kearns, Clerk of PC and AO.

The Chair read the following:

Public Hearing Notice:
Town of Springfield Vermont Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on February 1, 2017 at 7:00 PM at 96 Main St., 3rd Floor, Town Hall, Springfield, VT. 

The Planning Commission proposes edits and amendments to Chapter 2 Cultural and Historic and Chapter 9 Energy of the Town Plan.

Purpose of this public hearing is to receive public input on the proposed amendments to the two Chapters of the Town Plan for the Town of Springfield in accordance with 24 VSA §4384. Copies of the proposed amendments are available at the Town of Springfield office of the Town Clerk, and may be found on the Town of Springfield website: www.Springfieldvt.govoffice2.com under “TOWN PLAN” on the Home Page. You may call the Administrative Officer for further information at Tel. 885 2104. This public hearing may be continued monthly until the amendments are adopted by the Planning Commission and recommended to the Board of Selectmen for adoption. 

C.	Administrative Officer:  Testimony on Notice given, followed by discussion among Commissioners.
	The administrative officer testified that the public notice Was Published in the Springfield Reporter, posted in two places in the town hall, one place in the town library, and posted in the North Springfield Post Office.

D.	Public Comment and Discussion: The Chair turned the members’ attention first to Chapter 2 Cultural and Historic and the list of historic sites. The only revision you what was discussed last month was the paragraph on the VAULT. There were 3 paragraphs presented and the planning commission picked the 3rd paragraph. There were no further edits to Chapter 2.
	The members moved on to consider Chapter 9 Energy. There were a few amendments offered. On page 1 the two solar fields listed are now the operational. Under “Home Heating” paragraph was rewritten, except for the first sentence. The energy amendments were offered by Char Osterlund.

E. 	Any further comments or discussion among commissioners. There were none. Lori Claffee moved, 2nd by Chuck Gregory to close the public hearing at 7:15 PM. Motion passed unanimously.	

MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – February 1, 2017 – Immediately following Public Hearing

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to order 7:15 PM

B.	ROLL CALL: Chair Wilbur Horton, Walter Clark, Richard Filion, Tom Hall, Lori Claffee, Chuck Gregory and Judith Stern.  Nonvoting members: George McNaughton and Walter Martone.
	Others present: Char Osterlund, Kelly Stettner, John Broker – Campbell (ANR Rivers Program), Jason Rasmussen (SWCRPC) and Bill Kearns, Clerk of PC and AO. 

C.	DISCUSSION and ACTION ON: Proposed Amendments to Chapters 2 and 9 of the Springfield Town Plan. 
The chair opened this discussion. There was no discussion offered.
MOTION by Lori Claffee, 2nd by Chuck Gregory to adopt Chapters 2 and 9 as amended and send them along to the Selectboard for adoption by the Town. The motion unanimously passed.					
D.	DISCUSSIONs:
· Presentation by and discussion of River Corridor and then focus on Springfield river corridor maps and potential regulations of the River Corridor with Gretchen Alexander, Central Vermont River Scientist,  and John Broker-Campbell Regional Floodplain Manager, both of whom are with ANR, Department of Environmental Conservation, Watershed Management Division; Rivers Program.
John apologized for the absence of Gretchen Alexander who could not be present. He then present a program on the River corridor regulations and maps with a focus on the science behind the maps and reasons for the state regulations and how they impacted development in the River Corridor. John promised to come back in April or May when the PC will be addressing the adoption, or not, of River Corridor regulations for the Town. At the request of the AO the PC had a very limited discussion of the PC opinions on the state regulations and maps. Those discussions would happen in April or May.  John Broker-Campbell did say, when asked by the AO, that the current maps, the amended maps, are the final maps and are now being used by ANR for Act 250 for its enforcement and administering the River Corridor. The Chair thanked John for the presentation.
· Flood Resiliency Chapter (New) discussion and editing and possible setting for PH.
The Chair directed the members’ attention to the Flood Resilience Chapter. The first issue was whether the chapter had to be named “Flood Resilience” chapter. The name comes from 24 VSA 4302(c)(14) subs (A), (B) and (C). Conclusion: no, but you have to meet the requirements of 4302(c)(14). In Background take out the “weather patterns are changing” with predictions for increase temperatures and precipitation, etc., as basis for the need for this chapter, and just state that it is as required by the State of Vermont. This was agreed to by consensus. Discussion of dams:  Bill Kearns to find out and edit [Bill did. Within Springfield, there are also five dams impounding water for the production of hydro-electric power: Fellows Dam , Factory Falls Dam, Comtu Falls Dam, Slack Dam, and Lovejoy Dam]. Other amendments were discussed and minor changes made.   Concern for too much control in Act 250 by the state if the wording overly restricted development especially along the /black River motivated much of the discussion and editing. 
Motion was made by Lori Claffee, second Chuck Gregory, to accept the Flood  Resilience Chapter as edited and set it for public hearing by the Planning Commission on March 1, 2017 at 7:00 PM. Motion passed unanimously. 
· Report on progress of Town Plan edits and the report.  This item was skipped, too late.

E.	MINUTES: Approval of minutes for January 4, 2017. Lori Claffee moved,, seconded by Richard Filion to approve the January 4 minutes as written. The motion passed unanimously.

F.	NEW BUSINESS: Bill Kearns, AO, asked for the Planning Commission to weigh in on and support an Act 250 application for expansion of the slaughterhouse business in the Industrial Park at the former Ben and Jerry’s Plant. The business is flourishing. Not only is it growing, the livestock businesses, small and large, in the area is growing because the slaughterhouse. The need for the slaughterhouse keeps growing and they need to expand.  The construction additions are small, but they have to ask Act 250 for expanded hours of operation and traffic numbers, which along with the construction triggered another hearing on their permit. This slaughterhouse is exactly what our Town Plan encourages, the development and expansion of businesses which pay good wages and which result in the expansion of the businesses they feed into or off of. The town Plan even mentions the expansion of our historical agricultural businesses is to be strived for.  Some of the opposition to this use is “conflict with residential uses” which are in the Industrial Zone.  Our regulations, in addition to the Economic Development Chapter of the Town Plan, require that Industrial Zone uses be compatible with the uses and traffic and hours of operation in the IND Zone. Residential uses are not allowed. Residential use that are there are nonconforming.  Bill asked for approval to write a letter supporting the business and its expansion, as well as expansion of capacity, traffic and hours of operation, including at time weekend operations as needed. Motion by Chuck Gregory, second by Walter Clark authorizing the AO to write such a letter of PC support for the signature of the Chairman.  Motion passed unanimously.  

G.	OLD BUSINESS:	None  

H.	COMMUNICATIONS:  None

I.	ADJOURNMENT: On motion made by Richard Filion, seconded by Lori Claffee, the meeting adjourned at 10 PM.
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