NOTICE OF SITE VISITS AND AN APPEAL REQUEST 
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT
SELECTBOARD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – THIRD FLOOR
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2017 @ 4:30 PM
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chair Morris opened the Requested Appeal Hearing at 6:00 PM.  The Selectboard of the Town of Springfield on December 27, 2016 found a nuisance existed on the below listed properties.  The Selectboard ordered a Notice of the Finding of a Nuisance be served upon the owner of and others that may have interest in the below listed properties. 

Notices of Finding of Nuisance and Order of Abatement of the Nuisance, per the Springfield Code of Ordinances, Chapter 7, Article II, Section 7-26 to 7-28, were served on January 20, 2017 to the Community Restoration Corporation, William A. Hunter, Registered Agent for the following four, (4), properties:

	1.  67 Furnace Street, Springfield, acquired on 5/19, 2015
	2.  22 Chester Road, Springfield, acquired on 4/4/2016
	3.  7 School Street, N. Springfield, acquired on 5/1/2014
	4.  12 Central Street, N. Springfield, acquired on 7/22/2014

Prior to the Requested Appeal Hearing, there was a scheduled 4:30 PM Site Visit of the four, (4), properties listed above.  The Site Visit was also open to the public.

Registered Agent, William Hunter, requested an Appeal Hearing.  As of Monday afternoon, February 27, 2017, the Community Restoration Corporation has agreed to have the Order of Abatement of the Nuisance cleaned up with the next 30 calendar days.  If the four, (4), properties are not cleaned up after 30 calendar days, ordinance violations, fines will be imposed at the sum of $500.00 per day at each of the four, (4), properties until the Order of Abatement of the Nuisance is cleaned up.

Town Attorney, Steve Ankuda, suggested the Town still proceed with the Appeal Hearing for documentation purposes.  Also noted, that the SAPA-TV recording of the Requested Appeal Hearing and the regularly scheduled Selectboard Meeting will be the “Official Record”, should it become necessary to provide one.

The Administrative Officer, William Kearns, was sworn in for testimony by Town Attorney Ankuda.

67 Furnace Street, Springfield:
Administrative Officer Kearns was instructed to review photographs taken on 11/28/2016 and 02/27/2017 and compare the differences and point out what items served as a violation of the Finding of Nuisance and Order of Abatement of the Nuisance.

Exhibit A:	The same building supplies, a toilet, a vehicle, a blue tarp over a pile of items, as well as trash.

Exhibit B:	A trailer, an appliance, and some type of kitchen cabinet.

Exhibit C:	An air conditioner, chair, washer & dryer, and more building supplies that appear to be just thrown in a pile.

Exhibit D:	The front porch is full of items

Administrative Officer Kearns confirmed that the items shown in the photographs taken on 11/28/2016 were the same as shown in the photographs taken on 2/27/2017.  The  trailer mentioned in Exhibit A is considered to be a violation and should also be removed unless the Registered Agent, William Hunter, can provide proof the trailer is legally up-to-date with inspection and registration.  In addition, the debris is within 300 feet of neighboring and public property.    Also noted, is the fact that it appears no one lives at this property.

Town Attorney Ankuda read the complete Order of Finding of Nuisance, Penalty and Abatement out loud.

Administrative Officer Kearns also mentioned that the Registered Agent has a habit of moving items from one property to the other. He requested the Order of Finding of Nuisance, Penalty and Abatement reflect wording prohibiting the movement of debris, items, and vehicles from one property to the other. 
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George McNaughton suggested inserting the word “lawfully” on page 2 under Findings of Order, No. 2, to read as follows:

	Community Restoration Corps., Inc. shall abate such nuisance within 30 days of the date of this Order, the 
	close of business on March 29, 2017, by removing all such debris, junk, waste materials, appliances and other
	materials as located on the outside, or the porches open to public view of the residence on the subject
	property and lawfully disposing of the same offsite, and further shall add no additional debris, materials
	or other matter outside of such residential structures.

Town Attorney Ankuda went along with the request.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved for the Selectboard to adopt the Statement of Findings for the 67 Furnace
		Street property with the provision on page 2, para	graph  2 by inserting the word “lawfully”.
		Seconded by: Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		
Walter Clark – Resident, questioned “how many times Mr. Hunter could appeal the Order of Finding of Nuisance, Penalty and Abatement to the Selectboard.”  Town Attorney Ankuda explained that he could not make an appeal to the Town again on these four properties.  Mr. Hunter does have the option of appealing his case to superior court.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Walter Martone Absent)

22 Chester Road, Springfield:
Administrative Officer Kearns was instructed to review photographs taken on 11/28/2016 and 02/27/2017 and  compare the differences and point out what items served as a violation of the Finding of Nuisance and Order of Abatement of the Nuisance.

Exhibit A:	The photograph was taken from Clement Street, the street behind 22 Chester Road.  Administrative Officer
		Kearns identified rolled fencing, pipes, handles to probably hand tools.  He also noted the back porch is so
		full of items, the door cannot be used.

Exhibit B:	There is a red station wagon on the lawn with an expired license plate (12/2016)  The vehicle also has a
		red inspection sticker on the windshield that has partially been scraped off.  The vehicle is filled with bags, 
		boxes and debris.  There is also building supplies scattered about the ground.

Exhibit C:	There are trash bags and animal crates piled in front of the front porch.  The front porch is full of items, 
		such as furniture and lamps.  Even though the front porch is enclosed, there is a violation because
		everything is exposed for viewing.  This could be remedied by putting up curtains and pulling them shut.

Exhibit D:	This is the front view of items seen from Clement Street.  There are boxes of  items, furniture, and pipes.

Administrative Officer Kearns confirmed that the items shown in the photographs taken on 11/28/2016 were the same as shown in the photographs taken on 2/27/2017.  The vehicle mentioned in Exhibit B is considered to be a violation and should also be removed unless the Registered Agent, William Hunter, can provide proof the vehicle is legally up-to-date with inspection and registration.  In addition, the debris is within 300 feet of neighboring and public property.    Also noted, is the fact no one lives at this property.

Town Attorney Ankuda read the complete Order of Finding of Nuisance, Penalty and Abatement out loud.

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved for the Selectboard to adopt the Statement of Findings for the 22 Chester
		Road property with the provision on page 2, paragraph 2 by inserting the word “lawfully”.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Walter Martone Absent)

7 School Street, N. Springfield:
Administrative Officer Kearns was instructed to review photographs taken on 11/28/2016 and 02/27/2017 and  compare the differences and point out what items served as a violation of the Finding of Nuisance and Order of Abatement of the Nuisance.

Exhibit A:	On the east side of the building there is a mattress leaning against the wall.  There is an entrance door on this
		side of the building, which still remains open since 11/28/2016.
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Exhibit B:	On the south side of the building is a cascading debris pile, which includes trash bags.  There is also a Volvo station 			wagon behind the cascading debris pile; can’t tell if the vehicle is registered and inspected.  Administrative Officer 			Kearns also shared that he was told on warm days, the the cascading debris pile smells.

Exhibit C:	On the south side of the building, driveway of the North Springfield Preservation Society, there is another
		cascading pile of debris.  There is also a pile of plywood, maybe it will be or was a dog house.

Exhibit D:	There is another vehicle, which is black, parked maybe in a parking space.  There are trash cans in the
		photo that seem to always be overflowing.

Exhibit E:	There is now a dumpster in the driveway.  The dumpster was not in the photograph taken on 11/28/2016.
		Mr. Hunter informed Administrative Officer Kearns that the dumpster will be used for cleaning up the
		property.  Mr. Hunter also plans on using the dumpster at his other properties.

Exhibit F:	Beyond the lawn furniture is a pile of wood scattered about.

Administrative Officer Kearns confirmed that the items shown in the photographs taken on 11/28/2016 were the same as shown in the photographs taken on 2/27/2017.  The vehicles mentioned in Exhibit A & C are considered to be a violation and should also be removed unless the Registered Agent, William Hunter, can provide proof the vehicles are legally up-to-date with inspection and registration.  In addition, the debris is within 300 feet of neighboring and public property.    There are people living in this building.

Town Attorney Ankuda read the complete Order of Finding of Nuisance, Penalty and Abatement out loud.

Francine Provost  - Resident and Member of the North School Preservation Society, inquired who is responsible for the cascading pile of debris.  Ms. Provost shared that the stonewall is the property line; and there is debris belonging to 7 School Street over the property line.  

Town Attorney Ankuda suggested amending the Order of Finding of Nuisance, Penalty and Abatement.  On page 2, paragraph 2 under “Finding and Order” should read as follows:

	Community Restoration Corps., Inc. shall abate such nuisance within 30 days of the date of this Order, the close
	of business on March 29, 2017, by removing all such debris, junk, waste materials, appliances and other 
	materials which originated from or as located on the outside or the porches open to public view of the residence
	on the subject property and lawfully disposing of the same offsite, and further shall add no additional debris,
	materials or other matter outside of such residential structures.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved for the Selectboard to adopt the Statement of Findings for the 7 School
		Street property with the provision on page 2, paragraph 2 by inserting the words “which originated
		from or” and  “lawfully”.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Walter Martone Absent)

12 Central Street, N. Springfield:
Administrative Officer Kearns was instructed to review photographs taken on 11/28/2016 and 02/27/2017 and  compare the differences and point out what items served as a violation of the Finding of Nuisance and Order of Abatement of the Nuisance.

Exhibit A:	On the south side of the property there is a 24 – 25 foot pull behind trailer which has been in the
		same location since the summer of 2016.  It appears the trailer was just dropped off.  The trailer has not
		been properly setup or leveled off.  Mr. Hunter said the trailer belongs to someone else.   Administrative
		Officer Kearns does not know if the trailer is properly inspected and registered.  The mattress thrown on
		top of the debris pile is new since 11/28/2016.  Under the mattress is construction demo and exercise
		equipment.

Exhibit B:	On the south side of the property the view shows, part of a wrap-around-porch.  Everything is the same on the porch
		since 11/28/2016.  There is a TV set, furniture items and a lamp.

Exhibit C:	Photo of the backside of a dark Chevrolet pick-up, which has not moved prior to the placement of the pull
		behind trailer.  This is on the east side of the property.  In addition, there are boxes of items poking out of the snow.
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Exhibit D:	On the west side of the property.  The whole porch is open for viewing, which consists of furniture items, headboard/footboard, lamps,
		chairs, and tables.	

Administrative Officer Kearns confirmed that the items shown in the photographs taken on 11/28/2016 were the same as shown in the photographs taken on 2/27/2017.  The vehicle mentioned in Exhibit C is considered to be a violation and should also be removed unless the Registered Agent, William Hunter, can provide proof the vehicle is legally up-to-date with inspection and registration.  In addition, the debris is within 300 feet of neighboring and public property.    There are people living in this building.

Town Attorney Ankuda read the complete Order of Finding of Nuisance, Penalty and Abatement out loud.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved for the Selectboard to adopt the Statement of Findings for the 12 Central
		Street property with the provision on page 2, paragraph 2 by inserting the word “lawfully”.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Walter Martone Absent)

George McNaughton inquired if these four, (4) Order of Finding of Nuisance, Penalty and Abatement orders would be recorded with the Town Clerk.  Town Attorney Ankuda stated this is the first time the Town has issued this type of order, but felt that is the way the Town should precede in the future.

Chair Morris closed the Requested Appeal Hearing at 7:38 PM.


Submitted by:




Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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