[bookmark: _GoBack]TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AND REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2018 @ 6:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES

A.	CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND REVIEW:
	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Public Hearing to order at 6:00 PM.  Chair Morris explained 	the Public Hearing was being held to receive public input for the proposed ordinance for Acquisition and 	Disposition of Real Property.  He also indicated that the whole proposed ordinance was published in the 	Springfield Reporter on Wednesday, February 14, 2018 and posted at the Springfield Town Library, the 	Springfield Town Office and the North Springfield Post Office.  In addition, copies of the whole proposed 	ordinance could be picked at the Town Clerk’s counter and the Town Manager’s office.

	Chair Morris read the whole proposed ordinance out loud to the audience and the SAPA TV viewers.
	When he was finished, he called for comments and/or questions from the Selectboard Members.  There 	were no comments and/or questions from the Selectboard Members.

	Stephen Ankuda, Town Attorney, noted the change to Section 16-26 to correct the title change of the open 	meeting law from Title III to Title I and the cover sheet was enclosed with the public notice.  

	Richard Andrews, resident, suggested a change in the wording to Section 16-27 toward the end of the 	paragraph; starting with the “explanation as to why prior public disclosure of such acquisition would 	or would have subject the Town to some disadvantage or harm.”

	Attorney Ankuda indicated the properties could be acquired before or after notice was given to the public.  	Town Ankuda was fine with either way the wording was published.

	Agnus Hughes, resident, objected to the proposed ordinance due to Section 16-29.  She stated there was 	no due process provided.  There are not any due process protections in this section.  The notice and 	opportunity to be heard can be either before the acquisition or after the acquisition of property.  There is 	no question that the Town Manager can act on his own; she is not objecting to that.  She is objecting to 	the fact there is no provision or opportunity to be heard.  

	Attorney Ankuda said that typically “fiduciary capacity” is in the tax sale.  The Town bids the property 	and acquires it because nobody wants it.  As we know, the Town does not want to acquire it.  This is not 	speaking to the acquisition, but the disposition.  The disposition of real property that the Town acquires 	in a fiduciary capacity is governed by statute and case law.  If the Town acquires a piece of 	property and if the Town Manager disposes of the property and doesn’t act in a commercially reasonable 	manner the person who lost their property can come after the Town for breach of its fiduciary duties.  The 	Town and Town Manager answers to the former owner of the property based upon statute and case law.
	The reason the Selectboard is not involved in this procedure is because the Selectboard doesn’t have 	the authority in fiduciary matters.  It is an administrative task. The current owner is the person who stands 	to lose if the Town does not sell the property appropriately.  Springfield has a Town Manager form of 	government, where we put the Town Manager in charge of disposing property in a fiduciary capacity as 	an Administration act.  
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Mrs. Hughes stated that she appreciated the explanation.  She also inquired if the Town Manager had a 	fiduciary responsibility.  Attorney Ankuda answered “yes”, that the Town Manager had a fiduciary 	responsibility.

Attorney Ankuda went on to explain the Selectboard would now either approve or disapprove of the 	proposed ordinance.  If the proposed ordinance was approved, the whole ordinance would be advertised.  	If the public objected to the proposed ordinance a petition with signatures from 5% of the registered voters 	would need to be submitted to the Town Clerk within 44 or 45 days after adoption.  If the proposed 	ordinance was not opposed within 60 days after the date of adoption the proposed ordinance would become 	an ordinance.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:28 PM.
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B.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Regular Selectboard meeting to order at 6:29 PM.  Roll call 	was taken and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.

	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, Peter 	MacGillivray and Walter Martone.  Michael Martin was absent.	

	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell and Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda

	School Board Liaison:	  No School Board Liaison present.

C.	MINUTES:
	1.  Regular Selectboard Minutes, February 12, 2018

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the Regular Selectboard Meeting 			Minutes of February 12, 2018.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
		Vote:  4 Yes, (1 Absent – Michael Martin)

D.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:
	No requested additions to the agenda.

E.	CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
	ITEM #1:  Appointments of Liaisons to various Boards, Committees and Commissions
	Town Manager Yennerell read out loud the appointments of Liaisons to be approved for the various 	Boards, Committees and Commissions.

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to approve the following appointments of Liaisons to the various
		Boards, Committees and Commissions:

		Springfield Regional Development Corporation
		Kristi Morris – Liaison

		Southern Windsor County Transportation Advisory Committee
		Kristi Morris – Liaison

		Springfield Restorative Justice Center
		Walter Martone – Liaison

		Springfield On The Move
		Walter Martone – Liaison

		Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission
		Joseph Wilson – Liaison
		Walter Martone – Alternate Liaison
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		Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District
		Forrest Randall – Liaison
		Tom Yennerell – Alternate Liaison

		Second by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson.
		Vote:  4 Yes, (1 Absent – Michael Martin)
 
F.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM #2:  Approve Ordinance 2018-1
	The Ordinance Committee and the Town Attorney have written the proposed ordinance and the committee 	voted to send it to the Selectboard for approval.  The Selectboard approved the ordinance at the January 	4, 2018 meeting, a second reading was held on January 29, 2018, at which time significant changes were 	made to the proposed ordinance.  Those changes necessitated a second – second reading of the ordinance.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve Ordinance 2018-1, an ordinance adding Chapter
		16, Acquisition and Disposition of Real Property.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson.
		Vote:  4 Yes, (1 Absent – Michael Martin)

	ITEM #3:  Resolution for Downtown Transportation Fund Grant
	Town Manager Yennerell explained the Town is in the process of applying for a $100,000 Downtown 	Transportation Fund Grant to develop an expansion of the Comtu Falls Park onto the site where the former 	VNA building was located between Main Street and the river.  Chair Morris read the resolution out loud 	for the audience and the SAPA TV viewers.

MOTION:	Vice Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to adopt the resolution for the Downtown Trans-
		portation Fund Grant totaling $100,000.  The grant is for $50,000 with a 50% match from
		Town ($50,000).  The funds will be used to develop an expansion of the Comtu Falls Park.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
	
	Town Manager Yennerell stated there will be two (2) public meetings held asking the public for design 	input. 

	He also shared that the Main Street Masterplan Plan from Carolyn Radisch from Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. 	had plans for vehicle parking, however, the space is smaller than originally thought and only four (4) 	vehicles could be parked in the proposed park.   At the latest Main Street Committee Meeting, it was 	suggested to make the park a pedestrian park only with no parking.  The proposed park will still be vehicle 	accessible for special circumstances.  It was also suggested that there not be large trees planted in order 	for the park to be open and bright.  That would also eliminate secluded and dark areas.  Other suggestions 	so far are to have public art on display, decks on top of the concrete providing terraced areas, lighting and 	handicap accessibility.

	Chair Morris asked if the Town’s 50% match; which is $50,000 is in the budget.  Town Manager Yennerell 	indicated it was and funds could also be used from the Revitalization Fund if the budget did not pass.

	Vote:  4 Yes, (1 Absent – Michael Martin)	
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G	TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
	Town Manager Yennerell provided a brief explanation of his Town Manager’s Report.  
	South Street Sidewalk Update:  The first phase of the VTrans Right of Way approval has been obtained 	and nine (9) temporary construction easement from property owners adjacent to the sidewalk are needed 	to obtain the second and final phase of approval.  Three (3) of the property owners have returned their 	signed easement.  The next step in the VTrans approval process is the approval of the final construction 	prints and bid documents.  These documents are complete, but cannot be submitted to VTrans prematurely.  	The second next step is to bid the project.  The construction of the sidewalk is expected this year.  Town 	Manager Yennerell stated that VTrans has been very good to work with. 
	Planning & Zoning Administration Open Position:	The Town has received numerous cover letters and 	resumes for the open Planning & Zoning Administration position.  The Interview Committee consist of a 	four (4) people; Town Manager, Chair of the Planning Commission, Chair of the Development Review 	Board and the Executive Director of the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission.  The 	Interview Committee will make a hiring recommendation to the Planning Commission and by State 	Statute the Planning Commission will make a hiring nomination to the Selectboard and then the 	Selectboard will make the actual appointment.
	“VNA” Park Design:  Carolyn Radisch from Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. presented a conceptual park plan 	at the Main Street Committee Meeting on February 21st.  The next step is to complete more work on the 	conceptual plan and then pursue public input on the design.
	State Office Expansion:  The Commissioner of the Vermont Agency of Administration Department of 	Buildings and General Services and some of his staff is expected to tour a few buildings in Springfield as 	the potential new location for State office space.  The current building on Mineral Street is filled beyond 	capacity and there is the potential for a relocation of some personnel to a new location.

	Town Manager Yennerell also noted the gravel roads will soon be posted with weight limits due to mud 	season.

	He also stated there are not any plans for “Chip Seal Paving” this year.  There have been complaints due 	to the poor quality of the product.  The company will be coming back to make repairs.

	Chair Morris noted copies of the Town Manager’s Report are available on the Town’s website or may 	be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

	There was an informal discussion about pot holes and broken pavement on the local and state roads 	throughout the state between the Selectboard Members.  

	Walter Wallace, Chair of the Planning Commission, inquired about how much sidewalk would be done 	on South Street.  Town Manager Yennerell explained the sidewalk would start at the first driveway into 	the High School down to the intersection of South Street Hill and Union Street.  The cross walk will also 	be relocated further back toward the High School.  By relocating the cross walk, pedestrians will have a 	safer place to cross and the site lines will be better.  Town Manager Yennerell also stated there would be 	a new sidewalk in front of the convenient store on South Street.

H.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Springfield Airport Commission Minutes – January 25, 2018
	2.  Springfield Energy Committee Minutes – January 18, 2018
	3.  Springfield Housing Authority Minutes – February 13, 2018
	4.  Springfield Library Board of Trustees Minutes – February 13, 2018
	5.  Springfield On The Move Minutes – January 18, 2018
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	6.  Springfield Ordinance Sub-Committee Minutes – February 13, 2018
	7.  Springfield Planning Committee Minutes – January 3rd & 22nd, 2018
	8.  State’s Attorney’s letter on drug activity at 120 Main Street

	Peter MacGillivray noted the Springfield Airport Commission minutes of January 25, 2018 were not 	correct, an updated version will be on the Town’s website.

	Walter Martone noted that the State’s Attorney’s letter on drug activity located at 120 Main Street is 	something the Ordinance Committee and Police Chief Johnston had been working on.  Chair Morris also 	noted PROJECT Action also worked on this topic.  He also noted the State’s Attorney’s letter had some 	“teeth” to it, the property owners have the potential of a civil suit, fines and imprisonment.

	Chair Morris read through the OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies are available on 	the Town’s website or may be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

I.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:
	Chair Morris remined everyone that Town Meeting is on Monday, March 5th @ 7:30 PM and will be held 	at the Springfield High School.  Ballot Box Voting Day is Tuesday, March 6th starting at 8:00 AM to 7:00 	PM and will be held at the Riverside Middle School.  Chair Morris stated that he supported budgets and 	encouraged others to do so by getting out to go vote.

J.	ADJOURN:

MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to adjourn the Regular Selectboard Meeting of Monday, 				February 26, 2018.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson.
		Vote:  4 Yes, (1 Absent – Michael Martin)

The Selectboard Meeting adjourned at 7:15 PM.

Submitted,



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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