TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2017

MEETING MINUTES

WELCOME:  Visitors are most welcome at Board of Selectmen Meetings.  Anyone wishing to address the Board on a specific matter is requested to make arrangements to appear on the Agenda with either the Chairman of the Selectboard, Kristi Morris, or the Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, before the Friday preceding each meeting.  Emergency matters can be handled by requesting recognition by the Chairman under – Any Requested Additions to the Agenda, section of the agenda.

A.	CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL:
 	Chair, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Roll Call taken.

	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Peter MacGillivray, George McNaughton and  Walter 	Martone.  
	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson was absent.
	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell and Police Chief, Douglas Johnston
 	School Board Liaison:  Steve Karaffa 

B	MINUTES:
	1.  Public Hearing Minutes – Proposed Town Charter Amendments - Monday, January 30, 2017
	2.  Selectboard Minutes – Monday, January 30, 2017
	3.  Public Hearing Minutes – Proposed Town Charter Amendments – Monday, February 6, 2017
	4.  Special Selectboard Minutes - Monday, February 6, 2017

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve the Public Hearing Minutes – Proposed  Town Charter  Amendments – 
		Monday, January 30, 2017, Selectboard Minutes – Monday, January 30, 2017,  Public Hearing Minutes – 
		Proposed Town Charter Amendments – Monday, February 6, 2017, and Special Selectboard Minutes – 
		Monday, February 6, 2017 with the noted corrections.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson Absent)
		
	1.  Public Hearing Minutes – Proposed Town Charter Amendments - Monday, January 30, 2017
	Walter Martone requested the following corrections.
	* Pg. 1, Article Two – Elections and Local Officials – In the middle of the paragraph sentence starting
	   with “library trustees to list of elected officials; updated (drop the d)  of elected official meeting attendance 
  	   expectation;”
	* Pg. 2, Article One – Incorporation, General Law, Miscellaneous Provisions – first paragraph, first sentence.
	   “Mr. Gregory mentioned that the wording seemed like it was ordinances were carved in stone and could 
	   not be changed or appealed sometime in the future.”
	* Pg. 2, Article One – Incorporation, General Law, Miscellaneous Provisions – third paragraph, second
	   sentence.  “Selectboard Member, George McNaughton, stated that he was not opposed to the language that
	   was provided from by the Attorneys; however he thought there could be better language provided.
	* Pg. 3, third paragraph, second sentence.  “Town Clerk Courchesne stated the Selectboard had until
	   February 15th the final public hearing on February 6th to have all of the amendments to the Town Charter
	   made.
	* Pg. 3, four paragraph, last sentence.  “The ordinances would serve will as guidelines for could help the
	   town while with revitalizing the downtown and addressing blight.
	* Pg. 3, six  paragraph, last sentence.  “Town Attorney Ankuda also stated the town should move very quickly
	  to adopt an ordinance of for disposition of town property; showing the Legislature that the Town is serious.

	2.  Selectboard Minutes – Monday, January 30, 2017
	Walter Martone requested the following corrections.
	* Pg. 1. the second motion – “Walter Martone moved to approve amending Article One, Section IV Acquisition
	   and Disposition of Town Property to its original language and deleting the addition of Item C and keeping
	   the change from “board of selectmen” to “Selectboard” in A. and B.
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	3.  Public Hearing Minutes – Proposed Town Charter Amendments – Monday, February 6, 2017
	Walter Martone requested the following corrections.
	* Pg. 1, Article Two – Elections and Local Officials – In the middle of the paragraph sentence starting  with “library trustees 
	   to list of elected officials; updated (drop the d)  of elected official meeting attendance expectation;”
	* Pg. 2, Article One – Incorporation, General law, Miscellaneous Provisions  - second paragraph, first sentence.
	   “Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda, was present and moved on to explain the choice of language he was proposing to use for 
	   Article I, Incorporation, General Law, Miscellaneous Provisions, Section V Ordinances No. 3 No. B. 3. ; regarding when an 
	   ordinance should become effective.
	* Pg. 2, Article One – Incorporation, General law, Miscellaneous Provisions  - third paragraph.  “Option 2 – 3. Ordinances 
	   adopted, amended or repealed by act of the Selectboard or by town meeting shall  take effect upon passage and shall not be 
	   subject to permissive referendum, reconsideration or rescission.”
	George McNaughton requested the following correction.
	* Pg. 2, Article Three – The Administrative Service – second paragraph, first sentence.  “ Selectboard Member, George
	   McNaughton, just wanted to point out that some members citizens may have a 	problem with the residency  requirement of
	   where the Town Manager can live.
	Walter Martone requested the following corrections.
	* Pg. 3, Article Three – The Administrative Service – first paragraph, second sentence.  “It is not uncommon now days 
	   nowadays for a Town Manager to live outside of Town limits.”
	* Pg. 3, Article Three – The Administrative Service – first paragraph, last sentence.  “This would allow a larger pool of 
	   candidate to apply to for the position, increasing the pool of viable candidates.” 

	4.  Special Selectboard Minutes - Monday, February 6, 2017
	Walter Martone requested the following corrections.
	* Pg. 2, after the second motion, Walter Martone requested to add the following information.  “Walter Martone requested 
	   that, prior to the site visits, the Selectboard be provided with the dates the properties in question were acquired by 
	   Community Restoration Corporation.” 

C.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:  None

D.	VTrans PRESENTATAION ON PROPOSED CHANGES ON ROUTES 11 & 5 NEAR EXIT 7 & A NEW TRAFFIC 
	LIGHT AND SLIP LANE ELIMINATION
	Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, introduced Erin Lewis from VTrans and Steve Sawyer from Sebago Technics, a sub-
	contractor for the project.  The purpose of the Public Informational Meeting was to inform the public about an intersection 	project at US Route 5 & VT Route 11 which proposes to signalize the intersection and add a left turn lane into the Holiday 	Inn property for increased safety in the area.  VTrans and Sebago Technics are also investigating the possibility of 	incorporation safety improvements to the I-91 southbound off-ramp by reconfiguring the slip ramp onto VT Route 11 	westbound.

	Mr. Sawyer led everyone through the presentation, while Ms. Lewis took notes of comments and feedback from the 	Selectboard, Town Administration, and the public.  The presentation was divided into two projects,

	The first project discussed was the possibility of incorporating safety 	improvements to the I-91 southbound off-ramp by 	reconfiguring the button hook onto VT Route 11 westbound.  VTrans and Sebago Technics are proposing to widen the 	button 	hook I-91 southbound off-ramp onto VT Route 11 allowing vehicles to turn left, as well as right.  All of the statistics 	have been compiled for the proposed change to the button hook regarding traffic backup, increased better visibility, and	 	safety.  

	Currently when traffic exits I-91 via Exit 7, vehicles turn right onto a slip lane that only has a “Yield Sign” at the end of the 	slip lane quite often allowing “high speed” exits that go through the US Route 5 & VT Route 11 intersection.  Former 	Tractor Trailer Driving Instructor and resident, John Graves, suggested installing a “Stop Sign” instead of having the 	“Yield Sign.”

	The Selectboard Members, Police Chief, Douglas Johnston, and citizens John Graves, Michael Martin and Richard Andrews 	discussed the pros and cons of the proposed project.  A great deal of the discussion was centered on the mobility of 	tractor 	trailers.  The mobility of tractor  trailers is a high priority due to the proximity of the Truck Stop. 
.
	The second project discussed was the intersection at US Route 5 & VT Route 11 which includes the installation of a Traffic 	Signal.  The Traffic Signal will provide an orderly exchange of “right-of-way” for all vehicles.  Again, the Selectboard 	Members, Police Chief, Douglas Johnston, and citizens John Graves, Michael Martin and Richard Andrews discussed the 	pros and cons of the proposed project too.
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	There is a VTrans paving project scheduled for the summer of 2017 for this area.  The proposed construction of projects one 	and two are scheduled for the summer of 2018.  There was an inquiry made to Erin Lewis of what would happen if the Town 	of Springfield requested putting off the scheduled paving and to do only project two and install a “Stop Sign” at the end of 	the Slip Lane.  This would mean not widening the “button hook” of the southbound off-ramp.  
  
	Ms. Lewis indicated the button hook widening is in the already issued paving bid.  However, the bid can be modified and 	topics discussed tonight will be taken back to the design team.  Ms. Lewis will be in touch with the Town Manager.

	Chair Morris thanked Ms. Lewis from VTrans and Steve Sawyer from Sebago Technics for making the trip south to 	Springfield and for the presentation.

E.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM 1:  VTrans Traffic Signal and Slip Lane Change Proposals, West Bound Lanes at Exit 7.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved for the Selectboard to recommend against the Slip Lane change and
		recommend for the Traffic Signal to be installed at the intersection of US Route 5 and VT Route 11.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson Absent)

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved for the Selectboard to recommend to VTrans to consider installing
		a “Stop Sign” at the end of the existing Slip Lane and install a warning of a “Stop Sign”.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson Absent)
	
F.	CONSENT AGENDA – LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION:
	ITEM 2:  Liquor Licenses
		   9 Liquor License Applications – See attached list. 

	Local Liquor Control Opened at 8:35 PM.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve the nine, (9), Liquor License Application Renewals for the
		following:
		Renewal of Outside Consumption Permits:
		Moose, Loyal Order of, Springfield Lodge #679, Inc.   d/b/a   Moose, Loyal Order of, Lodge #679

		Renewal First Class Licenses:
		Moose, Loyal Order of, Springfield Lodge #679, Inc.   d/b/a   Moose, Loyal Order of, Lodge #679
		R. A. Foster, Inc.				         d/b/a   Up Your Alley

		Renewal Second Class Licenses:
		Aminah & Rayhan, LLC				         d/b/a    Mina Mart
		Circle K Vermont, Inc.				         d/b/a    Circle K Vermont, Inc. #7402
		DG Retail, LLC					         d/b/a    Dollar General Store #11221
		M. J., Inc.					         d/b/a    Joe’s Discount Beverage
		Maxi Green Inc.					         d/b/a    Rite Aid Store #10313
		Penguin Market, LLC				         d/b/a    Penguin Market, LLC

		Seconded by:  George McNaughton
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson Absent)

	Local Liquor Control Closed at 8:42 PM.

G.	TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:  Chair Morris and Town Manager Yennerell read out loud the Town Manager’s Report 	for February 13, 	2017.  The Town Manager’s Report may be viewed on the Town’s Website or a copy picked up at the 	Town Manager’s Office.
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H.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:  None

I.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.   Airport Commission, Agenda and Minutes – January 26, 2017
	2.   Energy Committee, Minutes – November 17, 2016
	3.   Housing Authority, Agenda – February 14, 2017
	4.   Library Board of Trustees, Agenda – February 14, 2017
	5.   Parks & Recreation, Winter Carnival Flyer – February 10 – 12, 2017
	6.   Senior Center, Newsletter – February 2017
	7.   Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Minutes – December 20, 2016
	8.   Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Agenda – January 24, 2017

	Chair Morris read out loud the list of OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies of this correspondence may 	be viewed on the Town’s Website or copies picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

J.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  Richard Andrews reminded people when they remove snow from their driveways, to please 	not block or leave a mess on the sidewalks.  

K.	ADJOURN: 
	
MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved to adjourn the Regular Selectboard Meeting of Monday,
		February 13, 2017.
		Seconded by:  Chair, Kristi Morris
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson Absent)

Regular Selectboard Meeting closed at 8:52 PM.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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