TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SPECIAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
MEETING WITH MEMBERS OF THE SELECTBOARD AND THE BOARD OF THE SOUTHERN WINDSOR COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (SWCRPC)
Regarding Discussion of PUC Rule 5.100 as it pertains to “Preferred Sites” for Net-metered Solar Sites
and Potential Letter of Agreement on “Preferred Site” designation for two sites.
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
WEDNESDAY, January 22, 2018 @ 10:00 AM 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

MINUTES

The meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Springfield Selectboard, Kristi Morris.

Present: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]SWCRPC Board Wayne Wheelock, Baltimore.  From SWCRPC staff: Exec. Dir. Thomas Kennedy and Senior Planner Jason Rasmussen. (No Quorum)
· Town of Springfield: Selectboard: Chair Kristi Morris, Peter McGillivray, Mike Martin, and Walter Martone.  Town Manager: Tom Yennerell. Staff: Bill Kearns, AO
· Town of Springfield Planning Commission:  Chair Walter Wallace, Walter Clark, Char Osterlund, Nathan Wardwell. (No Quorum) 
· Springfield Town Energy Committee David Yesman (as well as Walter Martone, Peter McGillivray and Char Osterlund) 
[Note: The only quorum was the Selectboard.]
· Also present were: Joel Stettenheim, Norwich Technologies (Site: Town Highway Garage property, the old gravel pit) and Nathan Stumpff, Catamount Solar (Site near 83 and 86 Craigue Hill at the VELCO cut).  

Kristi Morris called the meeting to order approximately 10:00 AM. He turned the meeting over to Tom Kennedy.

Tom Kennedy opened the meeting with a discussion of the Rules 5.100 including 5.103 Definition, and thus rules for “Preferred Sites.”  By Definition in 5.103 solar sites of this size are Category III Net-metering Solar Site (more than 150 kW and less than 500kW) have to be sited on a preferred site.  A site is “Preferred” if it meets one of the definitions in Rule 5.103 including (6) “The disturbed portion of a lawful gravel pit, quarry, or similar site for the extraction of a mineral resource….” or (9) on adjacent property to the customer that has been allocated 50% or more of the output or (7) a site designated in Town and Regional Plan as preferred or a site that the Town Planning Commission, Town Selectboard and the Regional Planning Commission in a joint letter designate the site as a “preferred site.”

Because the site is not designated and because this Rule is so new that the applicants are not certain that the PUC will find the site to be preferred if they rely simply on the definitions (e.g. what is the “disturbed area” or in other cases of Brownfield sites what is the limits of the Brownfield site is the parcel or the contaminated area only), this meeting is met to introduce those present to the concept of “preferred site” and request a joint letter from the Town Board and Commission and the Regional Commission. 

This meeting is for the purpose stated above only. The Town Board and Commission may still respond to the 45-day notice required of the applicants concerning the aesthetic criteria of the project, as those criteria are set out in 5.112 of the Rule. 

Joel Stettenheim of Norwich Technologies presented the project to be sited at the old gravel pit at the Town Garage. He spoke of the reasons for it, climate change and State renewable energy goals, the abundance of solar power, the Town 25 yr. lease ($12,000/yr. to Town), power provided to Ascutney Hospital, site might meet the subparagraph (6) of the Definition of preferred site, but want the letter for reasons previously stated, and located near 3 phase power, thus the hook-up to Green Mountain Power (GMP) is convenient. In addition to the lease the town gets tax for the assessed value of the array itself.  Once developed the site is generally taken over by an electrical power company, funded by investors, which entity is designed to take advantage of the tax write-off benefits, which entity will contract out the ongoing maintenance of the site. There are very fine local (Vermont) entities who have proven to be responsible owners of these sites. 

Nathan Stumpff of Catamount Solar presented the Craigue Hill Site.  The site could possibly apply under (9) of the preferred site definition, i.e., adjacent to its allocation customer, but as that is not certain, this project, like the other at the gravel pit, seeks the joint letter under (7) of the Rule. The project was selected by the Springfield School District, which has 35 kW of solar output now from another site and will receive approximately 465 kW from this site.  The saving to the district is projected to be $500,000 over the life of the agreement. Site is convenient to Union Street School for educational opportunities, close to 3 phase power, and GMP has already said no upgrades needed to the line to allow the hook-up, and aesthetically because of topography is virtually invisible from the road and even the house at 85 Craigue Hill Road. 

Matt Priestly who owns the land on which the site is proposed, reiterated the reason for the joint letter, the electrical infrastructure is there, the access is there for logging (he will do some forestry to improve the sugarbush for his maple syrup enterprise) and for his sugarbush, and thus for the erection of the array. He said the tax benefit to the town for the array will be about $6,000. 

Nathan Wardwell asked about the decommissioning and recycling potential. In response Mr. Stumpff said the decommissioning is required in these permits and are part of the PUC permit and the recycling, when the time comes, will probably be in line and able to handle the panels.  Right now so few panels need recycling that the industry is not there to handle them. Mr. Stumpff and Matt Priestly said everything in the solar panel, made up of steel, glass, copy, silver, and other materials, is recyclable, so it is likely in 20 to 25 years the industry will ramp up to handle the recycling of these panels. 

No formal tours were requested.   From the questions and discussion it was clear many had visited the sites on their own. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William G. Kearns
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