TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED 2018 – 2019 TOWN BUDGET
AND SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING 
MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 2018 @ 6:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES

	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Public Hearing to order at 6:00 PM.

A.	CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND REVIEW:  To receive public input on a 
proposed ordinance for Acquisition and Disposition of Real Property. 

Chair, Kristi Morris, welcomed everyone in the audience and SAPA TV to the Public Hearing for the 	second reading of the proposed ordinance for Acquisitions and Disposition of Real Property.  He also 	noted the Town’s Attorney, Stephen Ankuda was present in the audience.  

Chair Morris read the complete proposed ordinance for the second time to the public.  Town Attorney Ankuda explained the procedures following the second reading of a proposed ordinance. He stated once the second reading occurred, if there were not any changes other than punctuation or a few word changes, the Selectboard could motion to approve the adoption of the ordinance at their next Selectboard meeting.  	At that time, a notice of the newly adopted ordinance would be published for the public, who would have 30 days to submit a petition and collect 5% of signatures of registered voters if they did not approve of the newly adopted ordinance.  If the public did not submit a petition with signatures within 30 days, the new adopted ordinance would become an ordinance.

Upon the completion of the second reading the Selectboard or public found reason to significantly change the proposed ordinance, there would need to be another public hearing date scheduled and another second reading.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Agnus Hughes, resident, shared she respectively objected to the adoption of  the proposed ordinance.  She believes the proposed ordinance violates the Town Charter, the State Constitution and the United States Constitution.  Ms. Hughes also noted per Town Charter Section 5, Subsection 2, there was not a category of ordinance declared or a purpose for the proposed ordinance stated.  She also noted the citation of the Open Meeting Law was incorrect and Article 2 of the Vermont Constitution was violated by the purchase of real property, because an acquisition must be at fair market value.

Gerry Mittica, resident, shared he was concerned that the Town Manager was able to purchase and sell 	property.  He feels this is too much power for one individual.  The public voted for the Selectboard 	Members and they should be making the decisions to purchase and sell property.

Town Attorney Ankuda addressed the public’s concerns and provided the following clarifications:

	1.  Negotiating in Executive Session to purchase real property is standard procedure and
	     allowed by State Statute.  If done in open session there would be an unfair advantage
	     to the seller.


_________________________________________________________________________________________
Public Hearing:  Ordinance 2018-1 Acquisition & Disposition of Real Property			                  Minutes Are Approved	
											                                             Page 1.
	2.  This ordinance is not authorizing the Selectboard to a “taking”, the seller and Town
	      must both be agreeable to the purchase price.

	3.  The Town Manager only has authority to sell real property if it is acquired in a fiduciary
	     capacity and the Selectboard should not do this because it is a purely an adminis-
	     trative task by statute.  Also statute provides the process and limitations, if statute is not
	     followed the Town Manager would be breaking the law and would be subject to
	     criminal prosecution.

At the end of the discussion, Attorney Ankuda stated that the proposed ordinance 	would have the 	following substantial changes:

-	Section 16-26 of the proposed ordinance would have amended wording to reflect
		Title 1, V.S.A. § 310 – 318 instead of Title 3, V.S.A. § 314 – 318.

	-	The cover sheet would be included with the proposed ordinance to reflect the category
		and purpose of the proposed ordinance.

	-	Due to the substantial changes noted from the concerns and questions discussion of
		the public hearing, the Selectboard would have to publicly notice and conduct another
		Public Hearing, with another second reading, for this ordinance.

Chair Morris thanked Ms. Hughes and Mr. Mittica for their concerns and questions.  He also thanked them for attending the Public Hearing.  Chair Morris closed the Public Hearing at 7:26 PM. 

























__________________________________________________________________________________________
Public Hearing:  Ordinance 2018-1 Acquisition & Disposition of Real Property			                    Minutes Are Approved	
											                                              Page 2.
B.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Special Selectboard meeting to order at 7:27 PM.  Roll call 	was taken and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.

	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, Peter 	MacGillivray, Walter Martone and Michael Martin.	

	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell and Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne

	School Board Liaison:	  No School Board Liaison present.

C.	MINUTES:
	1.  Special Selectboard Meeting, Minutes – January 22, 2018
	2.  Public Hearing – Citizen Input for the 2018 – 2019 Fiscal Town Budget and Regular Selectboard
	     Meeting Minutes – January 22, 2018.

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson moved to approve the Special Selectboard Meeting 			Minutes held at 10:00 AM and Public Hearing – Citizen Input for the 2018 – 2019 Fiscal 			Town Budget and Regular Selectboard Meeting starting at 6:00 PM on Monday, January 			22, 2018 with the following 	corrections.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.

		Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes
Walter Martone requested a slight correction on page 4, under New Business, Item #1, the Motion. Mr. Martone requested the sentence to read as follows:  Walter Martone moved for the approval of Phase II for the TIF District and authorize the Town Manager to negotiate and execute a contract for Phase II of the TIF District process.

		Vote:  4 Yes and 1 Abstain (Michael Martin)

D.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:
	None

E.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM #1:  Approve Ordinance 2018-1
Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda, stated this was the second reading of Ordinance 2018-1, Real Property Conveyance Ordinance.  However, due to the concerns raised by citizens at the Public Hearing held prior to the Special Selectboard Meeting, there will be a second reading again.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to amend the wording of Section 16-26 to reflect Title 1, V.S.A. §
310 – 318 instead of from Title 3 V.S.A. § 314 – 318, and the cover sheet will also be included with proposed ordinance - Real Property Conveyance Ordinance to reflect the category and purpose.  The Selectboard also approved Monday, February 26, 2018 @ 6:00 PM to redo the second reading of the ordinance.
	Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
	Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously
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	ITEM #2:  Approve Revolving Loan Application
	Town Manager Yennerell reminded everyone that the Selectboard had previously approved a $20,000 loan for a new restaurant on Main Street contingent upon the receipt of a business plan that demonstrated 	the loan could be repaid. During the development process of the business plan, it was determined that a $30,000 loan was going to be needed.  This is a substantial increase, therefore, the Selectboard is being 	requested to consider the new amount.  Town Manager Yennerell also indicated the business plan demonstrated the amount of $30,000 could be repaid.  The Staff recommends the approval of the $30,000 at a 2% interest with a 7-Year amortization schedule.  Town Manager Yennerell also noted that Nick Matush, restaurant owner and Bob Flint, Executive Director of Springfield Regional Development 	Corporation, SRDC, were present in the audience should Selectboard Members have any questions or concerns they would like to discuss.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve a $30,000 Revolving Loan for Nick Matush, restaurant 			owner, for a new restaurant on Main Street at a 2% interest rate with a 7-Year 				amortization schedule.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson

	Walter Martone questioned why the income was projected lower for two weeks in November and April.
	Mr. Matush indicated the restaurant would be shutdown for two weeks in November and April.  Mr. 	Matush stated that he had been working vigorously with the Small Business Development Center to 	complete his business plan.  Bob Flint also commented Nick had worked hard and was excited to get the 	restaurant open.  Peter MacGillivray and Michael Martin made inquires as well.  Nick Matush shared 	that he was hoping to have a soft opening in April with invited guests with a grand opening at the 	beginning of May.  He also commented the restaurant would be open Tuesdays through Saturdays.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously
		
	ITEM #3:  Selectboard members sign the 2018-2019 Warrant.
	Town Manager Yennerell commented that it was time for the Selectboard Members to sign the warrant 	for the proposed 2018 – 2019 Town Budget and another Town Meeting.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to acknowledge receipt of the 2018 – 2019 Town  Budget warrant
		for the March 6, 2018 Town Meeting. 
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.

	Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, also commented after the signing she would be sending a copy of the 	warrant to the Springfield Reporter tonight for publishing, a copy would go to the printers tomorrow and 	she anticipated having the printed ballots by February 14th.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously
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F.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Budget Advisory Commission, Minutes – January 9, 2018 (corrected)
	2.  Budget Advisory Commission, Minutes – January 17, 2018
	3.  Energy Committee, Minutes – January 18, 2018
	4.  Trails, Greenways, Byways & Rural Economy Advisory Committee, Minutes – January 23, 2018
	5.  Springfield On The Move, Minutes – December 14, 2017 and January 18, 2018
	6.  Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Minutes – December 19, 2017

	Chair Morris read through the OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies are available on 	the Town’s website or may be picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

G.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:
	None

H.	EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Labor Negotiations

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved for the Selectboard to enter executive session for the purpose of 			discussing potential labor negotiations where preliminary knowledge could place the 			public body or the persons involved at a substantial disadvantage.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote: 5 Yes, passed unanimously

	The Selectboard entered executive session at 7:47 PM.

	The Selectboard exited executive session at 8:17 PM.

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve the financial aspects of the new library and new
		Police labor contracts.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

I.	ADJOURN:

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to adjourn the Special Selectboard Meeting
		of Monday, January 29, 2018.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	

Submitted,



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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