PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT
SELECTMEN’S HALL – THIRD FLOOR
SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT
MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2017 @ 6:00 PM


Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, opened the Public Hearing at 6:00 PM.  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, provided the following summary of the proposed 2017 - 2018 Town Budget.

The proposed budget is $11,255,307 which is $236,085 more than last year and a 2.1% increase.  The amount of taxes needed is $9,297,076 which is 3.23% more than the amount of taxes needed last year. The anticipated revenue decreased by $54,619 and that creates the different percentages in the actual budget increase, (2.1%) versus the amount of taxes needed increase, (3.23%).

Breakdown of Budget by Departments:

				2017 - 2018	        2016 - 2017

Administration:			$    825,561	Increased by  $  17,441
Police:				$ 1,938,395	Increased by  $  42,435
Fire:				$ 1,398,036	Increased by  $146,920
Public Works:			$ 2,747,836	Increased by  $  51,813
Parks & Recreation		$    323,014	Increased by  $  19,293
Senior Center			$      51,183	Decreased by $    9,859
Library				$    588,020	Decreased by $  33,329
Fixed Charges			$ 3,247,262	Increased by  $    1,371
Reimbursable Services		$    136,000	Same            $          0_

Total Operating Budget:		$11,255,307		         $236,085             


Chair Morris opened the floor to the public for questions and comments.

Richard Andrews – Resident.  Just curious why the taxes are going up somewhat more than the bottom line and he wanted to know the reason why.  Town Manager Yennerell explained it was due to the decrease of $54,619; the anticipated revenues.

BAC Chair, Michael Martin, noted the BAC Members started in November 2016.  The Budget Advisory Committee Members attended the Selectboard Meetings of November and December 2016, they attended the four, (4), Budget Workshops held in December 2016 and January 2017, and held Site Visits with all of the Department Heads the week of January 3rd.  The BAC met at the end of that week and compiled the following recommendations:  

1.	The BAC voted to accept the proposed 2017 – 2018 Town Budget as proposed on December 30, 2016.

2.	The BAC voted to accept the warrant article requesting $100,000 for Springfield Revitalization Fund.

3.	The BAC voted to accept the warrant article requesting $500,000 for repaving, road construction, gravel road 	improvements, and ancillary professional services for the projects specified in the Road Surface Management 	System Report, dated March 2015.
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4.  	The BAC voted to accept the warrant article requesting the Town of Springfield to expand the use of the Unsafe 	Building Reserve Fund to also allow the use of the funds therein for defraying the cost of repairs, demolition, 	abatement and enforcement expenses and costs under the School Zone Blight Ordinance, (2016-1), the Vacant 	Building Ordinance, (2016-2), the general nuisance provisions of the town code or any other means to reduce 	blight.

5.  	The BAC observed the same thing as what Mr. Andrews commented on, that the taxes go up when the      	revenues go down.  They also believe that the Revitalization of Springfield could have a benefit to us by 	increasing our Grand List; making our taxes go down.  The BAC also suggested that the Town investigate 	increasing revenues in other sources and revisit the PILOT programs.  In addition, the Recycling/Transfer 	Department should be generating more income.

BAC Member, Char Osterlund, commented that the Department Heads do a wonderful job considering they have shoe-string budgets.

Richard Andrews – Resident.  Commented that himself, like many others, do not always like to see even the slightest increase in the budget, but he is happy with the various initiative that the Selectboard has taken on the blight issue.

Chair Morris closed the Public Hearing at 6:16 PM.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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