TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTBOARD
PUBLIC HEARING AND SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2016 @ 7:00 PM
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT

Special Selectboard Meeting Immediately Following the Public Hearing
__________________________________________________________________________________________

MINUTES

	CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:  Chairman, Kristi Morris, called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 PM.  The 	Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call was taken.

	Board Members Present:  Chairman, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, Peter MacGillivray, George 	McNaughton, and Walter 	Martone. 

	Town Administration:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Finance Director, Cathy Sohngen, and Town Clerk, Barbara 	Courchesne

	Budget Advisory Committee:  Chairman, Everett Hammond, 	Michael Knoras, Marilyn Thompson, and David Yesman.

A.	PUBLIC HEARING FOR 2016 – 2017 ANNUAL BUDGET: 

	Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, went over the proposed 2016 – 2017 Annual Town Budget.

	The proposed budget is $11,019,221.  The amount of taxes needed is $9,006,371 which is 2.57% more than the amount of 	taxes needed last year.  There is a significant amount of capital funds, ($941,500, including paving) requested in this budget.  	This year the capital totals are included in the Department’s line items for the first time.

	Fixed Charges have increased by $130,682, which include $8,000 for Insurance Buyout, $41,150. for Health Care costs, 	$2,876. Social Security, $54,270. for Workers Compensation, $5,836 for Unemployment Compensation, $10,000 	Retirements (pay outs of Vacation and Sick Time), $4,500. Auditing Fees, $50 Weathersfield Reservoir Taxes, and $4,000 	Storm Water Runoff.

	Chairman Morris opened the floor for public discussion.  Richard Andrews, Woody Bickford, Bill Sheldon, Lori Claffee, and 	Walter Clark, all residents of the Town, spoke about the following items:  The fact the Grand List has declined, the 	Edgar 	May Recreation Center does not contribute to the Grand List now because it is owned by the Springfield Hospital, and 	support for the proposed 2016 – 2017 Annual Town Budget.

	The Selectboard pointed out the Miller Art Center is now a private home and will be added to the Grand List and the former 	East School will more than likely be added to the Grand List.  They also pointed out there was a large investor who wanted to 	put a substantial amount of money into the North Springfield Industrial Park; between resistance from some neighbors and 	the Public Service Board the project did not happen.  There is also another business in the North Springfield Industrial Park 	that would like to expand, but is at a standoff with neighbors.  Chairman Morris stated there are certain situations the 	Selectboard does not have any control over.

	The Selectboard Members stated they are invested in Springfield’s future; they are in the process of formulating a Strategic 	Plan for the Town of Springfield.  The Strategic Plan will address four, (4), areas of concern; Economic Development, to 	Improve Residential and Rental Housing Stock,  Downtown Re-Development, and to Improve Governance.  They realize that 	the Town of Springfield needs to invest in itself in order to attract businesses and homeowners, who will grow the Grand 	List. 

	Public Hearing ended at 8:06 PM.  Special Selectboard Meeting started at 8:07 PM
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	B.	OFFICIALLY SET THE 2016 – 2017 ANNUAL BUDGET FOR PROPOSAL AT TOWN MEETING:

MOTION:  	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to adopt the proposed 2016 – 2017 Annual Town
		Budget at $11,019,221.
		Seconded by Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

C.	DISCUSS POSSIBLE WARRANT ARTICLES FOR 2016 TOWN MEETING:

	Town Manager Yennerell noted the following items are Town “Floor” votes that have always appeared on the warrant and 	not required any action:

	-	To receive and act on reports of the Town Officers, Town School District Officers, and Committees.

	-	Shall the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to expend such grant monies, gifts, or bequests which may be 			received by the Town of Springfield in accordance with the terms of said grants, gifts, or bequests?

	Town Manager Yennerell also noted the following social service agencies complied with the Social Service Appropriation 	Policy and kept their funding request the same as last year and will appear on the warrant, no further action is required.

	-	Green Mountain RSVP						$3,300.00
	-	Valley Health Connections					$4,000.00
	-	The Current							$12,500.00
	-	Meals on Wheels							$10,000.00
	-	Senior Solutions							$8,500.00
	-	SEVCA								$9,000.00
	-	Springfield Family Center						$55,000.00
	-	Windsor County Partners						$3,000.00
	-	Women’s Freedom Center						$4,000.00
	-	Springfield Supported Housing					$5,000.00
	-	Visiting Nurse and Hospice for VT and NH				$63,500.00
	
	At the time of the creation of this list it is expected that there will be petitioned articles forthcoming.

	Two new Special Appropriations have also been added:

	-	Springfield Art & Historical Society				$9,500.00
	-	Turning Point Recovery Center					$9,000.00

	Town Manager Yennerell stated the following articles should be considered and motioned onto the warrant.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to place the following article on the warrant:  Shall the Town vote to
		pay each Selectmen the sum of FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($500.00) to help defray
		the costs and expense incurred in serving the Town in that office?
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to place the following article on the warrant:	  Shall the Town vote a
		salary of FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS ($50.00) per meeting for the Town Moderator for the
		ensuing year?
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously
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MOTION:	Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson, moved to place the following article on the warrant:  Shall
		the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $400,000 for repaving, road reconstruction, gravel road
		improvements, and ancillary professional services for the projects specified in the Road Surface
		Management System Report dated March 2015?

	
	Each Selectboard person stated why they supported the article to appropriate the sum of $400,000 to be used on the roads in 	the Town of Springfield.  Chairman Morris wanted it on the record so the taxpayers of Springfield knew; should this article 	pass it would be approximately an additional $62. per $100,000. on the tax bills.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to place the following article on the warrant:  Shall it be resolved pursuant to 24
		V.S.A. § 3206 that:

		(1) One or more slum or blighted areas exist in the Town of Springfield;

		and

		(2) The rehabilitation, conservation, redevelopment, or a combination thereof, of such area or areas
		is necessary in the interest of the public health, safety, morals or welfare of the residents of the Town
		of Springfield
		Seconded by George McNaughton

	A brief discussion ensued with each Selectboard person providing an explanation for their support of the article.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

D.	ADJOURN:

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to close the Special Selectboard Meeting.
		Seconded by Vice-Chairman, Stephanie Thompson.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously



Meeting adjourned at 8:54 PM.

Submitted by,



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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